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Audience - [31H]
Jan 4 - Holy Office Library
Feb 3 - Pope's Private Library
Feb 5 - Notice of Benard's Death
Feb 13 - 1st of meeting of comm.
Feb 14 - Pope visits us
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LDS

The Continuation of the Journal
of my Fourteenth Stay in Rome
10/23/60 - 2/18/61
This is the Fourth Book
Msgr. Joseph C. Fenton
The Catholic University of America

Beginning of the Journal of my
Fifteenth Trip to Rome
The Saturnia 9/6/61
Rome
Palace of the Holy Office
1/28/61
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1/28/61 - 10:45 AM - The Room                         (1)
off Inquisition Alley.
This morning I received two
documents. One is the letter that is
being sent out this morning to
the members. It lists the things
to be done and the documents which
have been written or which are expected.
The other is a list of the subcomm-
issions. Healey said that he
was looking for me yesterday to
find out what I intended to write.
I was in this office all morning.
This is somewhat frustrating.
I can see now that there will
be very little opportunity to go on
with my study of Roccaberti. From
now on until I leave for Naples I
shall have to confine myself to the
work of the theological commission.
I certainly wish I could have done
more with Roccaberti.



Page 6 — Transcription

(2)
Before I go any further, I would
like to set down the following data.
The subcommittee on the Church
met the following times
1) - Oct. 28, 1960
2) - Nov. 26, 1960
3) - Jan. 5, 1961
4) - Jan 12, 1961
5) - Jan 24, 1961

The fifth meeting was called
originally for 1/21/61 - but was
changed to give Lattanzi a chance
to finish the second version of his
votum.
- I was called to the [Conglis]
by [Sagnelot] Dec. 13, 1960. At
that time I agreed to turn in
the theses which were to be
included for inclusion in the
votum.
- The theses were turned in
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to Cardinal Ottaviani Dec. 17 1960.                         (3)
- They were not kept long by
the Cardinal. [Sagnelot] had them
on Dec. 20. Yet they were not
printed for the Jan 5 meeting.
And, when they were printed for
the Jan. 12 meeting, there was
a discussion about only one of
the theses. As far as I can see,
no one has paid any attention at
all to the other suggestions and vota.

I had also better set down
the following, which were delivered
to me 11/28/54 by [Hocking] in
[Pheggia] with only member SHO
Proposizioni Dottrinali
Erronee

2) The Catholic confessional
State, professing itself
as such, is not an ideal
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(4) to which organized political
society is universally
obliged.

b) Full religious liberty
can be considered as a
valid political ideal in
a truly democratic State.

c) The State organized on
a genuinely democratic
basis must be considered
to have done its duty
when it has guaranteed
the freedom of the
Church by a general
guarantee of liberty
of religion.

d) It is true that Leo XIII
has said: "....civitates..."
debent eum in colendo
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nomine morem usurpare                         (5)
quo coli se Deus ipse
demonstravit velle." (Enc.
Immortale Dei). Words
such as these can be
understood as referring
to the State considered
as organized on a basis
other than that of the
perfectly democratic
State.

I shall try my best to get this
doctrine into the schema on the
Church. At the moment I
would not bet much on my
chances for success.
>>1/28/61 - 10:20 PM - Room
607 - Pensionato Romano.
I finished the previous entry
and the work in the green book
at about one in the afternoon. Then
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(6) I went upstairs to see the boss.
He had to be told that the theology
votum would need to be changed
thoroughly. I felt that it was
only honest to tell him that I
would have to recommend an
entirely new votum. He told
me that he thought the history
thing was very weak. He asked
me to submit, not only my comments
on the theology votum, but a new
schema, or at least the first part
of one.
We spoke of the Rome article. I
told him about Jack King's
piece. He was very much inter-
ested, and he wants a report on
it. I shall have to let the old
boy wait until I get back to the
USA. I also let him know
about [Brannette]'s reaction.
Romeo is a good fellow. If
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is not much of a friend, but he has                         (7)
suffered a lot for Our Lord. I shall
do what I can for him, not only
for the sake of justice, but for the
cause of the Catholic faith. I
know very well that Rome would
not do the same for me.
Then we talked about Sheehy.
He told me that Marella had
sent him, and that he (Ottaviani)
had advised Marella that a
trip to the USA was a good thing,
but that a degree from here was
not a sufficient reason for a trip
over there. He is all for the dignity
of the candidate. He asked me to
write to Marella and to explain things
to him. I shall see Marella when
I arrive in Washington.
I asked if I could help to
get Marella a degree from C.U.
He said that it must not be
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(8) sought for. I shall keep my
hands out of this one. It is quite
obvious that Ottaviani wants
Marella to have a degree from C.U.
Of course he himself received his
C.U degree only by reason of my
request to Bishop McDonald. Ottaviani
is getting quite forgetful. I told
Maurice as much in my last
letter to Cesar Papius.

Then I went home to a good
dinner and a good sleep.
I awoke and found that Ed
Hannon was here to visit me. He
brought me a leather bound copy
of Manning's De Ecclesia, which
he picked up in Limerick for less
than a dollar. He also brought some
detective stories.
We went out together to [San]
[Bernie's] where I bought a
[the groof] and he bought me a
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copy of St Thomas a Villanova. It                         (9)
was a good afternoon, albeit some-
what tiring.
We came back here, and then
Ed took the 6 bus home.
Supper was quite pleasant. Bill
Cummings called, and we are going
to dinner, with the help of God,
tomorrow noon. I would like to
try that [Melancia]. It seemed
like a fine place. He is still some-
what worked up about the
Rome article. He is going to bring it
along tomorrow. We should have
quite an argument.
Lynch and I took a walk tonight.
It is fine in January weather here in
Rome.
Looking at the previous entry,
it becomes apparent that the new
Bic pen does not work particularly
well on this paper. The previous one
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(10) did very well indeed. Two ball-
point pens, one red and one blue
have worn out today.
With the help of God I must
start the work on the new schema
tomorrow. I hope and pray that it
will work out very well. It would
be a wonderful thing to make that
contribution to a Council.
Romano always has news. He
was with some Germans. They told
him that De Lubac and Congar were
put on our theological commission
by the Pope himself, and that
the Germans are angry that
Rahner did not make it.
It is hard to believe that the
Pope would put people like De
Lubac and Congar on the board.
But such, it seems, was the
case. Theologically poor old
John is a dud. It is a good
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thing that he has someone to look                         (11)
after him. This is a wonderful
manifestation of the Church as
a miracle of the social order.
I forgot to mention that
yesterday I had a letter from
Shea. I must answer it quickly.
The arrangement of the material
for the votum is going to be rather
difficult. The best idea at the
moment is 1) The place of the Church
in the divine economy. 2) The
notion of the true Church. 3) The
Catholic Church is the true Church
of the New Testament. 4) The Members
of the Church, 5) The Necessity of the
Church.
The De Ecclesia will be a big help.
It is a magnificent work. It is even
better than Billot. I wish I had
used it in the preparation of my
latest book.
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(12) 1/29/61 - Septuagesima Sunday -
7:07 PM - Room 607 -
Pensionato Romano.
This has been a quiet but
very pleasant day. I slept rather
late, said Mass, and came back
up to my room. At about 12:30 PM
Bill Cummings and his Redemptorist
friend Kenna came up. After a
visit here we walked to the [Mat-
riciano] (not [Matricella]) restaurant,
where Bill set me up to a glorious
dinner. On the way home we
met some Carmelites from St.
Albert's. One of them was from
Chicopee Falls.
Looking over the outline of
the schema in the previous entry
(p. 11), I can see that there
may be a short chapter on the
mission of the Church to all men
and all nations.
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1/30/61 - Monday - 10:40AM                         (13)
The Room off Inquisition Alley.
After a good rest yesterday
and an indifferent sleep last night
I arose feeling very well. I said
Mass, had breakfast, and set
off for the Holy Office.
I called on the Cardinal and
asked him about the Papal audience.
He said that he would prefer that
I have more than the two books
(or rather the one book and one
article) to give the Pope. He thinks
that I should wait until July.
Of course there is always the chance
that Bill may send some books
over here before I go home this
time. Oddly enough I have not
heard from Bill since his in-law
moved in on him right after New
Year's day. Bill is in a tough
spot.
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(14) The boss made it clear that
he expects me back for a meeting
at the end of the school year, either
in June or July. The time will
be determined after the February
meeting of the full committee.
He also insisted that I bring
him the report on the [futting]
schema as soon as possible. I guess
my mornings with Roccaberti
are over for a while. I shall
get to work on this immediately.
This morning I had a letter
with the new issue of the C U
Bulletin and a press release from
Mr. Coffey. I can well imagine
the flare-up that press release
will make back in the USA,
especially at C U itself.
The press release tells of
the Pope's visit to my office
early this month. It says that
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he asked for copies of my writings                         (15)
and listed all my books. The C U
Bulletin has an article about the
10 from C U who are on the preparatory
commission. It says, truthfully, that
I am the only English-speaking prof-
essor of theology who is a member of
the theological commission.
>>1/31/61 - Tuesday - 10:00 AM.
The Room off Inquisition Alley.
Yesterday was rather interesting.
I was quite tired, so I left here much
earlier than usual. I went to the
Orbis place to pick up my ticket,
only to have the older girl start
a tirade because I had not made
a prenotatio. Of course I realized that
the meat-headed boss down at the
Italian Line office had probably
not instructed them, but I was in
no mood to waste a couple of days
more. I went to the CIT office and
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(16) applied for the ticket. I was told
it would be ready by 4:30 in the
afternoon. I was sure it would
not.
I had a pleasant dinner and, instead
of a siesta, I read one of the detective
stories Hannon had brought. I
went to the travel office at 4:45
only to find that they would not
give me the ticket. I then hopped on
a 64 bus and went to the Italian
office. There was the usual
confusion, and finally, after we
had signed everything in the book,
I gave them my check.
They kept asking me if I could
come back to their office on Feb 18
to pick up the ticket. It turned
out that the thing in my packet
was only a provisional ticket. They
had to wait until my check
cleared the bank in Washington
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before I could get the real ticket.                         (17)
So I took back and destroyed the
check, and gave them back the ticket.
One of their men is going to come up
here tomorrow afternoon and bring
the real ticket. De Bonis will cash
my check at the Vatican bank, and
all will be well. Were it not for
the fact that I had told people
in the USA that I was coming home
on the Vulcania, I would never
put up with nonsense of this sort.
While I was downtown I bought
4 new nylon collars, two new
purple small rabats, and two shirt
fronts.
I came home for supper. I arranged
the financial matters with De Bonis.
He is cashing a check for $370 in
dollars, and one for $120 in lire.
The latter is for my board and
room at the Pensionato. With
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(18) God's help, I am taking him out
tomorrow night at the Russotto's.
I had a fair sleep last night,
and I awoke quite refreshed this
morning. I said Mass at the
usual time and had breakfast.
After breakfast I was called to the
phone. It was Jim O'Neill. He
wanted me over for tomorrow
night. We shall get together
sometime before I go.
This noon I am taking [Selvey]
to dinner at Il Buco. It is
a rainy day.
Yesterday I had letters from
Pa, Jim Hurley, Mae, and John
Fitzgerald. They were all quite
interesting. I am terribly sorry
about the Hurley's new baby. It
still does not seem to be getting
along. And apparently Jim's
business is not doing very well
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either. They are a saintly family.                         (19)
Pa seems to be doing quite well
at Carroll Manor. The house
magazine has his picture in it and
has an article about him. He is quite
pleased with the whole thing.
No one seems to have looked at
6906 Benton Road for a long time.
I fear that I was most imprudent
in allowing Jim Rogers to act as agent.
That move will probably cost me
a great deal of money. And, with
this council business, I cannot
afford to throw much of that away.
This is too good to miss -
The "Pastoralis Romani Pontificis" of
Paul V, [illegible], March 20, 1616
"Pastoralis Romani Pontificis
vigilantis et sollicitudo, cum
in omni Christianae Reipublicae
pace et tranquillitate procuranda
pro sui muneris officio assidue
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(20) versatur, tum potissimum
in Catholicae fidei serie quae
impossibile est placere Deo,
certitili atque integritate retinenda
et conservanda maxime elucet.
Nimirum ut fideles Christiani
sint parvuli fluctuantes, neque
circumferantur omni vento
doctrinae in nequitia hominum,
ad circumventionem erroris:
sed omnes occurrant in unitatem
fidei, et agnitionis filii Dei
in virum perfectum, neque se in
huius vitae societati et
communione iactent, aut inter
se alteri alteri offensionem
praebeant: sed potius in
vinculo charitatis consent,
tamquam unius corporis membra
sub Christi capite, eiusque
in terris Vicario Romano
Pontifice Beatissimi Petri
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Successore, a quo totius Ecclesiae                         (21)
unitas dimanat, augeantur in
aedificationem, atque ita divinae
gratiae adiutrice, seu praesentis
vitae quiete gaudeant, ut futurae
quoque beatitudine perfruantur.
Ob quas sane causas Romani
Pontificis Praedecessores nostri
hodierna die, quae anniversaria
Dominicae Coenae commemoratione
solemnis, spiritualem Ecclesiastici
regiminis gladium, et salutaris
iustitiae arma per ministrum
summi Apostolatus ad Dei
gloriam et animarum salutem
solemniter exercere consueverunt
Nos igitur, quibus nihil optabilius
est, quam fidei inviolatam
integritatem, publicam pacem,
et unitatem, Deo authore, tueri,
retinere et solemnem hunc
morem sequentes:
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(22)
1) Excommunicamus et
anathematizamus, ex parte
Dei Omnipotentis, Patris, et
Filii, et Spiritus Sancti, auth-
oritate quoque Beatorum
Apostolorum Petri et Pauli,
ac nostra, quoscumque Hussitas,
Wiclephistas, Lutheranos,
Zuinglianos, Calvinistas,
Ugonottos, Anabaptistas,
Trinitarios, et a Christi fide
Apostatas, ac omnes et singulos
alios Haereticos quorumque
nominis censeantur, et cuiuscum-
que sectae existant, ac eis
credentes, eorumque rece-
ptores, et.

>> 2/1/61 - Wednesday - 3:50 PM
Room 607 - Pensionato Romano.
Yesterday was quite a day. After
I finished the previous entry, I walked
back to the Pensionat and took the
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64 bus to the Piazza Venezia for                         (23)
lunch with [Selvey] at the Buco.
It was quite pleasant and quite expensive.
He showed me a letter from Caron
+ Bilio in which Caron complained
of the bad state of the theological com-
mission over 90 years ago. And he
claims that the votum of the com-
mission on Church and state was
ultimately Caron's. Evidently
the old boy was quite a wheel in
those days. That is very interesting
indeed.
After the lunch, which came to
7000 lire, and for which I paid,
I walked back to the Argentina and
took the 64 bus back. At noon I
had found the books sent by Bill
for presentation to the Pope. They
were, 1) We Stand with Christ, 2)
The Concept of the Diocesan Priesthood,
3) The Spanish translation of the
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(24) above, and 4) Studies in
Praise of Our Blessed Mother.
After a short rest I walked up
to the Holy Office to see the Cardinal
and tell him about the arrival of
the books. He is going to get me an
audience on Friday.
(On the way back from Holy Office
in the morning I met that fine young
priest who was with us on the
Cesano in 1958)
The Cardinal evidently thought
that I was bringing him some
papers on the Lattanzi votum. (I
forgot to mention earlier that
[Fellerey] had told me that Lattanzi
would not have his paper ready
until Thursday - And I also
forgot to say that yesterday
at noon I had a very friendly
conference with Tromp. He
told me that he had tried to
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have the word "culpabiliter"                         (25)
inserted into the text of that section
about members of the Church when
there is a mention of those who have
cut themselves off from the fabric of
the Church. The Pope and "they" had
insisted on removing the word. Thus
there can be no doubt of the inner
intention of Pius XII in this section of
Mystici Corporis.)
I went to the stationery to buy
some paper for the letter which I
must write to the Pope and give
him along with the writings. I
forgot, unfortunately, to buy any
air-mail envelopes. I need them
very badly indeed.
Last night I had a good sleep,
or at least a fair one, but this morn-
ing after Mass I was so tired that I
was afraid to go to Holy Office. I
went back to bed, and returned after
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(26) dinner.
This noon I received two
copies of my December magazine
with my "Rome and the Status of
Catholic Theology" in it, and
letters from Jim Madison and
John Murphy.
Madison's was sent before
Christmas to compliment me on
the December article. I just received
it today, Feb. 1.
Murphy's is quite disturbing.
Evidently no one has done anything
about book reviews. I must
get in touch with Bill McDonald
at once.
>> 2/2/61 - Thursday - 10:31 AM
The Room off Inquisition Alley.
Yesterday afternoon, after I had
completed the previous entry, I sat
down to work out the basis for my
thesis. While I was walking Ed
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[Hendrex] came in. I was delighted to see                         (27)
him. He had some interesting news
about the SA outfit. They are tremendously
prosperous at the moment. Apparently they
owe a great deal of their success to the fact
that Coughlin takes the Englishman
[Wheeler] all over the States every time there
is anything like an expense.
While Ed was there the man from
the Italian Line came in with the
ticket. It is made out to Right Rev
Father Joseph C. Fenton. Those men
mess everything up. I paid for the
thing and the man went out.
Ed left about 7. At about 7:30
I went down to the lobby, where De
Bonis was waiting. He drove me to
Rossetti's, where we had a wonderful
meal, that cost me about 6800
lire. It was worth it. I like De
Bonis very much, and he has come
through for me when some of my
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(28) own Americans have failed. This
will be my last banquet in Rome,
at least at my own expense. I have
more than held up my end of the
work this time.
This morning I awoke refreshed,
and I said Mass and had breakfast
a little earlier than usual. I
started out for Holy Office, and
stopped on the way to pick up a copy
of this year's Almanario. It seems
that the Pope has already received
his copy, but that the thing is
not on sale as yet.
At the Holy Office [Sellecy] gave
me (or rather I found on my desk)
copies of my own theses and of
Salaverri's votum. Salaverri is
better than most of the others,
far better than Lattanzi and
[Binkeler], but he does not
seem to hit the necessary points.
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He uses "faith" rather than "the                         (29)
profession of faith" in the explanation
of membership in the Church.
He is very weak indeed in his statements
about the necessity of the Church for
salvation.
He cites Tromp very frequently indeed.
I am delighted that he was not here
these past few months.
I am very much disappointed with
Salaverri's thesis. He leaves room
for the true teaching.
It is that all these people expect
from an Ecumenical Council - that
it will come out with some
colorless teaching which will not
exclude the truth of Jesus Christ?
>> 2/2/61 - 4:45 PM - Room 607
Pensionato Romano.
[Sellecy] told me that Tromp had
written to Salaverri to find his opinion
on the subject in which his votum
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(30) was an explicit statement.
I returned rather late today.
Outside the door to the library I
found the Cardinal's sister. She
was quite pleasant. She intro-
duced me to some "monache"
who is supposed to be a good one.
That is her opinion. I blame the
old girl for getting too much mixed
up with politicians.
Yesterday I heard that this
new Institute of Ottaviani's is
[bucking] or is supposed to buck
Catholic action. I have not heard
another word about any specific
thing it is meant to do.
When I returned here I found
letters from Bill, Wally, and
Phil Brown. I owe a great many
letters but I have no time to
write. I must go into a heap of
letter-writing jag on the old Vulcania.
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After dinner I had a fine                         (31)
siesta. I was awakened by a phone
call from Msgr. Lattanzi. He is
coming over here. This should be
interesting.
>> 2/3/61 - Friday - 12:03PM
Room 607 - Pensionato Romano.
Lattanzi came here about
six last night. He read me his
new votum, the third edition of
his work. He has incorporated most
of my suggestions, along with some
from Witte, Tromp, and Schauf.
The finished product is better than
the original and the second version
in many ways. Yet his adoption
of Witte's suggestion has
hurt rather than helped the cause.
I must work in my opinion as
soon as the text is prepared.
We had a long and very friendly
talk. Again we talked about
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(32) the Rome article. He thinks that
Rome would have been more effective
if he had not been so "southern."
But, be that as it may, things are
obviously going to happen. He said
that Witte had asked him about
the Rome article last Sunday.
Lattanzi says that he told Witte
that he considered the Rome article
regrettable in form but fully true
and justified in substance. He too
(Lattanzi) said that the Jesuits are
furious about it.
I saw Lattanzi to the door. I am
sorry that his language is not clearer.
Yet I suppose that this is about
as good a start as we have any right
to expect. Evidently Caron and his
friends ran into something like
this situation ninety two years
ago.
Supper was pleasant as usual.
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After supper I walked for a while                         (33)
with Bob Lamb and then went to
bed. I was in bed before eleven. I
was tired, and I had a fairly good
sleep.
I awoke at the usual time this
morning. I said Mass, and remembered
Bill and Dorothy on their sixteenth
anniversary. Then I had breakfast.
After breakfast I came back to the
room, took my book and pens,
and set off for the Holy Office.
Before I called the elevator I
remembered that I had resolved,
before I went to sleep last night,
to type out that letter to the Pope
about my books. As a result I
came back into the room, took off
my coat, and put the typewriter
on the desk. I took the back of Murphy's
letter and started to draw up a form.
While I was working (and I had
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(34) been working less than 15 minutes)
the bell rang for me. It was a
telephone call from Cardinal Ottaviani.
I was to be ready at 10:30 at the door,
in full regalia for the Papal audience.
I came back to the room and
I finished the rough draft and
wrote the finished copy. I made
some changes, but, as far as I can
remember, it goes like this:
Pensionato Romano,
Via della Traspontina 18,
Rome, February 3, 1961

Most Holy Father,
On the never-to-be-forgotten fourth day
of January, when you were so gracious to
the humble American priest you met in
the library of the Holy Office, you were kind
enough to ask me to bring you some of my
writings.
Of the six books I have written, only
one is still in print. I have been able to
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obtain copies of only a few of the others.                         (35)
My latest book is "The Catholic Church
and Salvation," The others are "We Stand With
Christ," a textbook in Apologetics, "The
Concept of the Diocesan Priesthood," and its
Spanish rendering "Concepto del Sacerdocio
Diocesano." These, together with copies
of the last two articles I have written for
The American Ecclesiastical Review, I
now present to Your Holiness.
Humbly prostrate at the feet of
Your Holiness, and asking your august
blessing, I remain
Joseph C. Fenton
I was able to make it at the door
by 10:30. But before I could go out
the sister stopped me and gave me a box
of beads and medals to have blessed by
the Pope. I could not refuse.
Alfredo called for me promptly at
10:30. He drove me to the Cortile San
Damaso. From there we went up on
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(36) the elevator to the top floor. We
went through room after room, being
saluted by all the various armed forces
of the Vatican. Finally I landed in a
room two away from the Pope's private
library. The room next to the library was
reserved for Micara, who came along
shortly. My brief case was carried
by all kinds of soldiers, noble guards,
chamberlains etc., and was finally
put down beside me in this room.
After a couple of minutes a Msgr.
from the Camera came in. He talked
with me for quite a while. We had
many friends in common.
Then Micara came in. There were two
priests with him. One of them was
from the order founded by Dehon,
the man whose biography was given
to me by Cecchetti. We talked in
French for about fifteen minutes.
Then, finally, the bell rang and the
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Monsignor brought me in with him.                         (37)
The Pope and the Cardinal were in the
Papal library (which is a very large
room, with the shelves of course absolutely
filled with books). They were to my
right as I entered the door, the
Pope was towards the wall and the
Cardinal facing him, to his left, as
I saw the pair.
The Cardinal told him about me.
He said that I was here to work for
the Theological Commission, and that
I was going home after the forthcoming
meeting, but that I would be back
for future meetings. The Holy Father
seemed to take a real liking for me.
He told us that, as the work progresses,
he will visit the various commissions
personally while they are actually at
work. The Cardinal told him that this
would boost the morale of the members,
just as his visit to the Congregation had
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(38) helped the men working there. The
Holy Father said that we needed
some "fiamma" around here, some
flame, some fire. If he only knew of
the state in our subcommission!
Then he asked me what I taught.
He blessed me, and he gave me
some beads and a bronze medal of
his own reign. Then there were a lot of
other medals. He was wonderful.
He said that he had done the first
two years of his theology at Bergamo.
They had had Tanquerey and, when
he landed at Rome, he found that
they were using Tanquerey and some
other, but that they did not know
Tanquerey. He said that he had brought
Tanquerey to their attention. Both he and
the Cardinal said that they admired
Tanquerey for his clarity. Of course I
thought of Lattanzi and his "legibility,"
though hopelessly obscure language.
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He asked me my name. When he                         (39)
heard that I was Joseph, he said that
that was his own name. He was baptized
"Angelo Giuseppe Roncalli." But,
when his father came to give his
name to the civil register in the home
town, the old man was so proud of
his first son that he got things
fouled up and told the official that
it was either "Angelo Giuseppe" or
"Giuseppe Angelo." When, after many
years, he was called for his mil-
itary service, he found that he was
listed as "Giuseppe Angelo Roncalli."
Apparently, as far as the state went,
it stayed that way.
Then he told how, when he was
a young priest, the people up there
used to call him "Angelino prete," or
"The little Angelo, the little priest."
The custom kept up until he became
a bishop.
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(40) He took particular notice of "The
Catholic Church and Salvation." The
Cardinal told him that this question
was particularly important in the USA
because of Feeney "who had adopted
or taken an exaggerated position in this
field."
I must have been in there at
least 20 minutes.
I have had some wonderful audiences
with Pius XII, but this beats all of
them -
Ottaviani seemed to be very much
pleased. I can never thank him
enough.
Ottaviani mentioned Pa and asked
for and obtained a special blessing for
him.
I knelt at the Holy Father's, but he
pulled me to my feet. He blessed
me again before we left. He is
the tops.
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On the way out I talked with                         (41)
Micara in English. He was very
gracious. He insisted on the English.
Ottaviani was delighted with the
whole incident. He said something
about writing to Vagnozzi. I do not
know what he meant, because we
were continually meeting people on the
way out.
Alfredo and I accompanied Ott-
aviani to Tardini's quarters. Then
Alfredo took me to the San Damaso
courtyard and we drove home.
I started this, went down to
dinner, and then came back to finish
it. This has been a day to remember.
Very few people have ever had an audience
like mine today.
Today I had letters from Maurice,
from John McClafferty, and from Eddie
Roach. Maurice sent me a check for $40
for five Masses for a special intention.
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(42) I shall say them myself.
>> 2/4/61 - Saturday - 11:25AM
The Room off Inquisition Alley.
Yesterday afternoon after my
siesta I went out to buy a copy of
the Osservatore. My name is not in
the notices for audiences. As a matter
of fact only Ottaviani, Micara, and
the bishops of Sioux City are mentioned.
There is nothing about the gang waiting
a few rooms down from the private
library.
In the afternoon and evening I
wrote letters. This morning, after
Mass and breakfast, I continued
the letters. I sent seven to, 1) Pa,
2) Bill, 3) Maurice, 4) Bill Mc-
Donald, 5) Pat O'Boyle, 6)
John Murphy AER, 7) Walt.
This morning on the way to work
I found in my box a letter from
Pa. It was typed on the back of one



Page 47 — Transcription

from Sennett of Boston, asking me                         (43)
what I knew about Sheil. I must
answer this at once. As Pa was writing
more snow was scheduled. Pa seems
disgusted with Jim, who, by the
way has not answered my last letter.
Here at the Holy Office I posted
my seven letters. I saw [Sellecy]
and found that Lattanzi's paper
has not yet been copied. It seems
that neither Tromp nor [Sagnelot]
will admit liking the thing. Both
seem to consider it something of an
improvement, but not enough of an
improvement. As far as I am concerned
it is, even after the change for the
better in arrangement, a bad document.
I still do not see why Lattanzi
incorporated those suggestions by
Witte into his text.
This now makes it impossible for
me to have my comments on the Lattanzi
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(44) votum printed in time for the
meeting of the Commission. I shall
have to go on with my own schema.
>> 2/5/61 - Sunday - Sexagesima -
10:10 PM - Room 607 - Pensionato
Romano.
Yesterday afternoon, after the siesta,
I wrote letters to 1) Mr. Coffey, 2) Jim
Hurley, 3) Mae Bowler, 4) Isabel
Duffy, 5) Sennett, and 6) Tom
Healy.
I had learned from a letter of Pa's
that I had just been named a
Domestic Prelate. I could not think
of anyone who would enjoy this
as much as Healy. I wrote to him
immediately.
Last night I was quite tired. I
went to bed early. This morn I slept
late. I said Mass and had breakfast.
After breakfast I went to the college,
where I found that a cablegram for
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me had just come in from the States.                         (45)
It was from Bill McDonald. It
said that Ed Benard had died
suddenly today (Feb 4 in the USA)
and that Mass would be said in
the Shrine Feb 7, and that the funeral
would be in Springfield Thursday
Feb 9.
I was shocked. I must have showed
it to the people around the desk. Of
course I thought that Ed's illness
had killed him.
Benard and I have had our
differences. He was very mean to me
after all I had done for him. After
all, I had put him on the faculty
when I was dean of theology back
in 1943. I remember his astonishment
and his citation of Pope's lines, "Ben-
eath the Tiber, my brother runs the
theme," as not applying to me.
During the year I never considered
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(46) as particularly friendly to me. I
brought him with me to Newark,
when I discovered a profitable situation
back in 1943 or 44. I put him on the
Review in 1943. I named him to the
board of the ill-fated section of
Theology. In no wise was he loyal
to me.
In February 1957 we had a giant
battle in the monthly meeting of the
theology faculty, after that I asked
him to withdraw from the board of
AER. Bransfield-Begyn kept him
on until the end of 1957. After
that he was dropped.
In 1959 he was elected dean
of theology, with my vote. He
could not have gone too high to
suit me. We had several banquets
to renew our friendship. We
were close friends when I left
for Rome 10/14/60. I wrote to him
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in the first week of November, but                         (47)
never heard from him.
Our association was a strange
one. I am sure that I was more
loyal to Benard than he was to me.
Yet I have never been as shocked to
learn of anyone's death as I was to
learn that he had died. I feel that
I shall join him shortly. We were
good friends once, at least I did a
lot for him.
I encouraged him to study for the
priesthood. I brought him into the
faculty, during the wrath of old
O'Leary. I introduced him to Newark
and put him on the staff of AER
and the Sapien. My friends were
always his friends. The reverse was
not always true.
Shortly after 10:00 Bill Cummings
arrived with Kenna C.SS.R. and
Warren Wright, the Trinitarian.
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(48)
At 11:00 Charlie Mulholland came
with Don Rau and Pete Slattery.*
The lot of us went out the Via Prenestina
to Palestrina, where we had a
marvellous time. Before entering
Palestrina we spent some time in
Castel S. Pietro Romano, which, like
[Calestra], was definitely right out
of the middle ages. We went to the
Colonna castle in Castel S. Pietro,
where Jacopone da Todi was once
held prisoner. And we saw the
town itself. The boys went through
the Temple of Fortuna. I passed it up
because there were too many stairs.
We tried to eat in Palestrina, but
we found all the decent looking places
overcrowded. We then drove on to
Fiuggi, passing Piglio and Acuto. At
Fiuggi we had a very decent meal. and

* Joe Mill was sick today.
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marvelled at the fact that the                         (49)
proprietor of the restaurant ([Trefolo])
tried to shove off a Roman mineral
water on us. That we regarded as
the ultimate shock.
After a very pleasant meal at
Fiuggi, we drove to Alatri, where
we visited Santa Maria Maggiore,
the church across the way, and the
Duomo. It was a never-to-be-
forgotten trip.
We returned to Rome, and the boys
had something to eat at Pietro's. I
did not eat. Then Charlie drove
me home.
Back at the house I found a
cable from Maurice saying that
Ed had [burned] to death yesterday.
I must write to Bill, to Mrs.
Benard, and to Maurice. It is
terrible. I am terribly sorry
that this has happened.
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(50)
2/6/61 - Monday - 11:35 AM.
I forgot to say in the previous
entry that the group broke up at
Alatri. The two Redemptorists and
the Trinitarian went back in the big
car, while Charlie drove the three
of us back to [Duches]. The others
ate a bit. I did not take anything. I
must not allow myself to pick up
any more weight. I think that I
am about the same as I was when
I left the USA. I want to stay that
way or to lose a little more.
Last night I did not sleep
very well. This morning I arose
a little later than usual. I said
Mass and went out and bought
some oranges.
My copy of the Revue des sciences
religieuses came in today from Strasbourg.
I must look the thing over when
I am on the ship.
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(51)
I wrote a letter to Bill McDonald
and signed it and six previously
written letters. They were to 1) Tom
May, who has just been made a
Monsignor, 2) Mae, 3) Sennett,
who wrote about Jim Sheil, 4)
Jim Hurley, 5) John McClafferty,
and 6) Gabe Duffy, whose mother
died a couple of weeks ago.
On the way to the Holy Office I
stopped in at the Congregation to ask
them to send a cable of condolence to
Bill on Benard's death. Romeo
had me write out a form. My
first one was too short. It seems
that the Cardinal does not like
to send short cablegrams. The
second and more satisfactory form
was: "Sincere condolence on
death of Father Benard dean
of the theological faculty." He
is going to have it signed by
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(52)
Pizzardo. They should have it
at the University by this evening.
I feel quite sure that Bill will
have it read at the funeral Mass in
the Shrine tomorrow.
I had only a very short talk
with Romeo. He told me that
some of the more serious Jesuits are
in favor of the article. Then he went
into his usual rut about the need
to forget, etc. I told him that for
his own good and the good of the
cause he should not worry so
much. He would be much better off
if he took that advice.
On the way in I met Louis
Secondi. He came with me to the
third floor. I told him about Ed.
He said that I look much better
than I did when I first landed
here. Of course, I was in bad
shape when I left the hospital.
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(53)
This stay over here has been provid-
ential for me. I hope God lets me
live a little longer, and gives me
the strength for what He has called
me to do.
I landed here about ten-
thirty and posted my letters with
Beniamino. He has forgotten my
name again.
[Sellecy] gave me two new
papers, a votum "De Fontibus"
by Schauf and the third version
of the "De Ecclesia" by Lattanzi.
I am not at all pleased with the
Lattanzi votum. Apparently he
accepted all of Witte's suggestions.
This thing will never do.
In order to keep the criticism
of the 3rd Lattanzi distinct from
my own brief votum, I am
going to write my criticism of the
Lattanzi votum in red ink in this
book.
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(54) 2/7/61 - Tuesday - 9:15 AM
Room 607 - Pensionato Romano.
On the previous page I spoke
of a votum by Schauf. It is actually
by Schmaus.
Last night at supper Bob Smith
told me that the news of Benard's
death is in the New York Times, the
Paris edition. After supper I went
out and bought a copy. It seems
that the poor fellow fell asleep in
his overstuffed chair while he was
smoking a cigarette. He was found
dead beside the burned out
chair at 7 o'clock Saturday
morning. The coroner said that
he died of smoke poisoning.
Friday night was the night
of the storm, so no one would
have been out on the road in
front of Curley. Benard's is
the first accidental death
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in the 22 year old history of Curley.                         (55)
Both the occupant of 215, George
Johnson and Benard, have died
suddenly.
Yesterday afternoon I wrote
letters to 1) Pa, 2) Frank [Murbra],
3) Maurice, 4) Mrs. Benard, 5)
John (AER) Murphy, 6) John
Whalen, and 7) Walt.
>> 2/7/61 - 11:10 - The Room
off Inquisition Alley.
I wrote two more letters,
one to Bill, and one to Bill
McDonald. I walked to Holy
Office. I asked to see the Cardinal.
He wants to see me after noon. Then
I came down here by myself.
Now I must get at the
criticism of the Lattanzi votum.
I must, if I can, avoid an
absolute recommendation that it
be scrapped. Yet it will be



Page 60 — Transcription

(56)
very difficult not to imply that at
least.
There are eleven numbered
paragraphs in the votum. The
last is followed by a one sentence
emendation, which should
be treated as an extra number. I
shall call it 11A.
1) Prologus: Divina Rei Revela-
tionis: This paragraph is
inferior. It should remain,
but it definitely should be
improved. It does not mention
the beginning of the supernatural
kingdom of God in Christ from the loins
of our first parents. It does
not mention faith or the profession
of faith, which must be given,
particularly in these days, in any
accurate and adequate statement
about the Church. Finally
the "Prophet, Priest + King" idea
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i, in the circumstances, not clear                         (57)
enough.
2 Inconvenit Vobis eloquutio -
I feel that this would not be
sufficiently clear nor would it
be sufficiently respectful to the
Holy See. St. Pius X in his Oath
against the Modernists said that
Our Lord had founded the Church
"while He was dwelling among us,"
and had founded it "immediately
and directly." Lattanzi does not
touch on that.
There is a bad ambiguity in the
last sentence. He speaks of the
"Prophet, Priest, + King" mission
and says that the successors of the
Apostles exercise these functions
under the Pope "collegialiter."
This is bad thinking. The ordin-
ary with no episcopal orders
is not a successor of the Apostles
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(58)
and yet he exercises the power of
a priest, and he does not do it
collegialiter. - Yet the idea is
good. The first two paragraphs
can be saved, although they will
have to be improved tremendously.
3 - Damnemus etc. - This one
should be revised thoroughly.
It is not our business to condemn
the errors of individual dissident
groups, but to set forth the truths
our people need and to condemn or
reprove the errors that would be
harmful to the people of God. What
comes from the Lattanzi paragraph
is confusion.
There is in this place no single
strong statement of the fact that
the visible Catholic Church, the
religious society under the direction
of the Pope, is and is alone the
one kingdom of God or true Church
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on this earth.                                             (59)
4 (Mysterium Ecclesiae) The first
nine lines of this one are not really
necessary in the form in which they
stand. The Council should obviously
state again the dogmas set forth
in Mystici Corporis and in Humani
Generis, to the effect that the Catholic
Church alone is the Mystical Body.
But, as Tromp says so frequently,
the Council is not called upon to
write a treatise in ecclesiology.
The last two lines of this paragraph
should certainly be deleted.
1) The Holy Ghost is not a "principle"
of the Church in the sense that the
members and the organization of the
Church constitute a principle. This
statement would only produce
confusion in a field in which there
is far too much confusion already.
3) "We declare the Church to be a
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(60)
mystery" Properly speaking a
mystery is a truth of the supernatural
order revealed by God.
5 (Spiritus Sanctus Ecclesiae
anima.) This title should be
taken out. It is fine for a book of
theology like Father Tromp's. It
is definitely not something that
should be set forth in an Ecumen-
ical council.
The text is confused. It sets
forth three truths. 1) The Holy Ghost
does for the Church something like
what the soul does for the human
body - it is the cause of the unity of
the body with the head. 2) The
unity of the members who are brought
into the Church by baptism is perfected
by the Eucharist - 3) The end of all
this is that Our Lord should be
the first-born of every creature
in many brethren. Again this
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is interesting theology. It is not                         (61)
the work of the Council.
6) Theandrica Ecclesiae natura.
This title should go. It is only
confusing. The word is applicable to
acts of Our Lord. It is used here
outside of its proper context. It
would be a source of confusion
rather than of understanding.
The content of the chapter is,
again, good theology to a certain
extent. It is confusing + tells
about the two principles of the Church
"invisibile et visible," when no
effort has been made to point out
the visible principle.
7) The reason why the Church
of the New Testament is indefectible
is definitely not because the old Israel
was its type. Lattanzi has missed
the point of I Cor 10:18 -
No one had denied the influence
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(62)
of the Church on the world. I would
suggest that the last line of this
paragraph, or rather the last sentence,
should be deleted.
8 - This one is all right.
9 - Membra Ecclesiae. This
paragraph is thoroughly bad. It
should be re-written entirely.
A) Cum - praesert. This
is supposed to be the teaching of the
Church on membership within itself.
Lattanzi gives his version of this
teaching in a causal clause. It
is not clear, and, to my mind
it is dangerously ambiguous.
There is nothing whatsoever about
the attachment to the Roman Pontiff
as a condition for membership. This
should be set down.
The doctrine of St. Robert is
completely ignored. Lattanzi
speaks of the triple bond "symbolum"
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liturgiae, hierarchia." Does this                         (63)
mean the same as the doctrine
Apostolorum et communicatione juris
et orationibus?"
"Hortamen ... continetur."
This should be deleted. It is not
a topic for this place. He is supposed
to be teaching on the membership in the
Church.
"eos praesertim -- vexatos"
A This is no reason why one
class more than another should be
urged to return. We are apostles to all
men.
B If a man realizes that he is
in error, he is there by his own fault.
No one is permitted to remain in
error once he knows the truth.
"Etenim ... afficiunt." This is
complete, unsatisfactory.
A Our mission is the baptized
and the unbaptized who are not members
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(64)
of the Church. See letter to Cerbing.
"Inscii laedunt" There is
no meaning to this statement. Do
all opposition to the Church "inscie"?
10 "Infidelium salus." This
title must go. As it stands it is
simply a contradiction of the Catholic
dogma that faith is necessary for
salvation. To the ordinary intelligent
reader, an infidel is one who does
not believe.
The content of the paragraph,
fortunately, belies the title. He
is talking about some people who
have a votum implicitum "quod,
ad optimum, supernaturalis et fidei
caritate formatum." The man who
has charity informing faith certainly
is not an infidel. This sentence
should be deleted.
The next is wholly bad. "Eos-
horrere." This is wholly out.
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of the realm of proper consideration.                       (65)
A We do not teach that
those who are baptized and who
have an implicit desire to enter the
Church are necessarily closer to the
Church than the unbaptized. The
nearness obviously depends on the
strength of the desire, the faith,
and the charity.
B It is not proper to speak
of those who have an implicit and
only an implicit desire to enter the
Church as our brothers any more
than anyone else. Our brothers
in Christ, properly speaking, are
all and only our fellow Catholics.
There is a wider sense in which
all men may be called brothers.
This notion that baptized people
with an implicit desire to enter
the Church are our brothers is
a theological monstrosity.
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(66)
C) A theological monstrosity
also is the clause "etsi - favore."
There is no excuse whatsoever for
a thing like this.
D) The last sentence is
theologically incorrect. The
Communion of Saints is the Church.
11) Ecclesiae necessitas.
The title is all right.
A) In the content the words
a quodam, saltem mediato"
should be eliminated
B) It is not a question of the
kingdom of the Church, but of
being within it.
C) Bring out fact that not
all implicit intention is salvific.
There must be faith and charity.
See letter to Cerbing.
D) The whole dogma is watered
down in this unfortunate paragraph.
It should be completely rewritten



Page 71 — Transcription

2/7/61 - 5:30 PM - Room                         (67)
607 - Pensionat Romano.
I left the room off Inquis-
ition alley about 12:50 PM.
During the course of the morning I
had interesting conversations with
Hamish and with the Hungarian
archivist. Hamish said that
he had been almost killed years
ago when an electric blanket
had set fire to the bed on which
he was sleeping. He said that he
had been awakened by his own
coughing, and had managed to call
for help. Poor Ed may have had
a sleeping pill, or a capsule, or
something else to make him sleep.
[Cicils] said that someone on the
Holy Office staff had lied about
when he was made a Monsignor. It
was checking up on the old (1954
and onwards) Annuarios. By the
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(68)
way, the new Annuario is not
on sale yet.
After leaving the room I went
up to see the Cardinal. On the
way I met his sister who, as
usual, was complaining about the
lack of money for her orphanage. Al-
though I think that she and the
Cardinal would have been far better
off if she had never been mixed up
with that situation, I promised to
help if I were able.
I saw the boss. I told him that
I was about through with my
criticism of the Lattanzi votum. He
said that he had heard it, and
that he was not at all pleased with
several parts of it. He wants a
schema from me also. He will
have it Thursday night or Friday
morning. I shall have to work hard
and fast, but I think I can do it.
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He was shocked to learn about                         (69)
Benard's death. Of course it was
a pretty horrible way to go out, but
still, if a man is ready, one way seems
to be much like another. The poor fellow
must have been unconscious from the
smoke and from whatever medicine
he was taking.
I came back here to a very pleasant
dinner. I had some pasta this
noon for a change. I did not take
any bread this noon or this morning.
I slept for more than an hour at
my siesta.
Godefroy tells me that Romeo
has some article in English by a
friend (probably, Banks), which
he is going to run in Italian and which
he wants me to run in AER. It
is supposed to be against Alonso.
But the thing actually is about ready
in Italian. Romeo will do nothin
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(70)
practical to help me. As a result
I shall be doing a favor for him
not for his sake, but for Our Lord's.
I am convinced that some one must
speak out against the Alonso myth.
After siesta I went out to the
St. Paul bookstore. I took four
books to be mailed home. Two
were from the Societa Cattolica.
One was the [Dahan] book. The fourth
was the [Pellcy] book on patrology. I
paid for my Revue des Sciences
Religieuses.
While there I met a very fine
young Maryknoll priest. We
had a most refreshing conversation.
Now I must get to the typing
out of my critique of Lattanzi.
He will not like it, but it is
for the good of Our Lord's cause.
I shall have to do it on that
cruel paper.
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2/8/61 - 12 noon - Room 607 -                         (71)
Pensionat Romano.
I had a very pleasant supper
last night. Hamish came up to the
room about 9:30 and stayed for
a little more than an hour. Then
I had a good sleep.
In the morning I said Mass,
had breakfast, and went out to
buy a Time magazine and a Michelin
guide of Italy. I worked most of
the morning reading Time. Now
I shall get busy on the substit-
uting to the Lattanzi votum.
Jim Twick called up this
morning and invited me out
to dinner with him Saturday
night, the 11th. He will be
here at the Pensionat about
seven in the evening. He has
been very pleasant indeed since
I came over here.
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(72)
Before I leave I would like to
dine at the Hamilton Street home
with Joe Emmenegger. I would go
today were it not for a kind of
superstition that someone may call.
I seem to remember that someone, perhaps
Bill Cummings, said something
about coming over here Wednesday.
- About last Sunday, there were
two items I forgot to record. One
was the fact that while we were
at Palestrina, in front of the Temple
of Fortuna, Pete [Senesky] thought
he saw something like a flying
saucer in the sky. The other was
the beautiful fireworks display from
some neighboring village that all
of us saw from the [Acropolis] at
Alatri in the evening. That
Sunday was one of the best.
As far as color was concerned,
Cellete is still the tops. But
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Castel S. Pietro has its points.                         (73)
>> 2/8/61 - 9:20 PM - Room 607
Pensionat Romano.
I have finished typing out my
comments on the Lattanzi thing. I shall
bring them up to the old man tomorrow,
with God's help. That part was
easy. It took most of seven pages.
Now I must throw in my own
schema, which should be very short
indeed. Much of that work has been
done in the green book. I must get
on with it tonight.
This morning I had a letter from
the Farfanes in Rockport Valley. Tonight
I had a letter from Pa and one from
John McClafferty. Pa's letter had
the Sunday Star story about Benard.
Al [Leigh] described the smoke
about six last Saturday morning.
It said that Ed had been in a
hospital for a heart ailment.
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(74) He told Al that he found the bed
uncomfortable, and that he was
sleeping in the chair. He must have
been in frightful shape. Irene Burke
gave the eulogy.
Chris flew back from Lourdes.
That was very decent of him. Mr.
Claffert was all broken up. They
had never had such a situation
before in the history of Curley. Both
George Johnson and Barry O'Toole
died of natural causes.
No one called today. I may make
Hamilton Street tomorrow.
>> 2/9/61 - 3:40 P.M. Thursday.
Room 607 - Pensionat Romano.
This has been a quiet day. I
had a fair sleep last night. I
said Mass at the usual time
and had breakfast. Then I came
up to the room and corrected
the criticism I hope to give to the
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old man tonight.                         (75)
After that I started my own
votum. It does not read very
badly at that. While it is definitely
not something that is going to the
Council (the respectable Tromp
will see to that) it is a lot better
than the other stuff that has been
handed in.
It has turned out to be a little
longer than I thought it would be.
Dinner today was, as usual,
quite pleasant. I had a little
sleep at siesta time and then
arose a little early to continue the
work.
>> 2/9/61 - 10:05 PM - Room 607 -
Pensionat Romano.
I worked hard all afternoon,
and I finally finished the votum
before 6 PM. I took it up, and was
brought in to see the Cardinal
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(76)
almost immediately. He had
Feeney read the animadversions
while I read the pertinent parts of
the Lattanzi schema. He agreed with
most of what I said.
Then he had me read the votum.
He liked the teaching, but he did
not like the Latin. Frankly neither
did I, and I told him so.
He was very firm with Feeney
and he wants the two documents
distributed (and they, of course,
printed up) before the meeting on
Monday. He was very pleased
that I had come. Tromp and
Sagnelot had turned in anim-
adversions, but apparently he
liked mine better. I am delighted
that I produced something for
the meeting. In a way it makes
this long stay in Rome worth
while.
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Poor Ed was buried today in                         (77)
Springfield. Requiescat in pace!
After supper I was called to
the phone by the boys in the American
College. They were thinking of a
party Saturday night (which of
course would have been on me).
There are eight of them. With me
there would be nine. I am
afraid that it is too late. Duffett
is in town and I was given his address
at Holy Office. Evidently they want
me to see him - Anyway I am going
out Saturday night with Jim
Twick. We will see, anyway. I
would very much like to take
the boys out to dinner.
I gave DeBuis checks for
a hundred dollars to cash for
tonight. I am afraid that this
will not be enough. Apparently the
Vatican is going to give me the price
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(78)
of the ticket on the Vulcania. I
hope they get the money through in
time.
Hamish is going to come with me
to Naples. We should have quite a
party.
With the help of God, before I
go to bed, I hope to spend some time
reading Murray's De Ecclesia. It
is the greatest book on the Church in the
19th century.
Maybe I can make Hamilton
Street tomorrow.
>> 2/10/61 - Friday - 10:30 PM
Room 607 - Pensionat Romano.
This has been quite a day. I
had a fair sleep, said Mass at
the usual time, had a couple
of oranges for breakfast, and called
Duffett at the Flora. He was
very anxious to see me. He
said he had an appointment
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with Tardini at 11. I was to                         (79)
wait for him here.
I wrote a lot of letters. At
about 12:30 PM Jim came, and
we went to Fagiano's for dinner. He
was all news. It seems that there
is a new [Glenwoodie] Review, which,
in the first number, has an article
saying that the first two chapters of
the fourth gospel are not historical.
And, according to Duffett, there are
some other beauties in it. He was
checking all over the place, but
he should make himself heard,
not with me, but with the men
who can stop that sort of nonsense
right away if they want to.
As far as I can see they are
working to make Catholicism a
kind of Teilhard religion. And
the authorities are gladly afraid
that what the Church has been
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(80)
teaching over the course of all
these centuries may turn out
to be wrong after all. The martyrs
may have died in vain (according
to them) and men, like Saint
Athanasius, may have been mistaken.
In the course of the conversation
I mentioned that Spelly had objected
to my appointment. He acted then -
literally and said that this will
not be so. He said that he had
talked about me to Spelly after
the initial meeting back in October,
and that Spelly had seemed quite
friendly to me. I still think that
Spelly tried to knife me.
Duffett considers Lattanzi definitely
a nice fellow but too much of a
dreamer. That is my own evaluation
of the man. It was unfortunate
that he was put on our subcommission.
Of course that was the work of the
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respectable Tromp to get Piolanti                         (81)
away from him.
We had a wonderful meal
together, one of the most pleasant I
have ever had in my life. Finally
when it was quite late, we left. I
walked around for a while, as
I wanted to go to confession. This would
be the last time before I leave Rome
that I would have an opportunity.
I met a lady and her daughter
and showed them the way to the
American express office. Then,
a few minutes later, near the
Church of Saint Joseph in Capo le
Case, I met Bob Smith, who also
asked me the way to the American
Express.
At Santa Susanna I met
Cunningham who had just come
back from Africa. He was quite
impressed with some of the men
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(82)
he met out there. He mentioned
Henshoe and Traval. I put him
wise to Traval's anti-Americanism.
Then I walked to the American
College to say goodbye to Joe
Emmenegger. Jim Schulte while
I was there. It seems that there
are some real Italians from Boston
town - At Hamilton Street they
spoke of $10,000.00 as a sum they
might give for a papal audience
and Cunningham said that he had
lost $1,000.00 by being out at
Africa for a week.
(Actually I went first to the
American College, and then walked
to Santa Susanna.)
I took the bus home and rested
for a few minutes before supper.
After supper I was called to the
phone by [Sechetti] who wanted to
know the time and place of the
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meeting of the full theological commission                         (83)
on Monday. I told him I did not know.
Then Romeo came on the phone and asked
me to wait and said he would be
here in five minutes. I waited and
30 minutes later he showed up.
He was in his usual line,
all worked up about the "fight."
He wanted to tell me that he had
an article by a Father McCarthy from
Helena, Montana, against Alonso.
He takes it for granted that I will
publish it in AER. I shall, of
course, if it turns out to be good
enough. If not, out it goes.
Then I went back to supper.
I was called again by the same
O'Keefe who said that seven of
the boys could come out tomorrow.
I told them to show up here at 12:30.
They could only come after 2. Of
course that would be impossible
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(84) as I am going out with Twick.
I cannot be eating all afternoon
and all night.
After coming out from that call
I met Romeo again and walked with
him to the bus stop over on the
Via Aurelia, near the Holy Office.
He is a sore-begone figure. The
trouble with him is that he really
admires the men against whom
he is pitted. Fortunately I do not.
I think that too much of Romeo
would be somewhat wearing. I
like him, but in small doses.
When I returned I found that
the American College bunch would not
get out at 12:30.
I found the time of the general
meeting on Monday (4:30 PM, in
the great hall of the Congregation at
the Vatican). I called [Saffa],
talked with the great man
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personally, and delivered the in-                         (85)
formation. Then I came up here to
write this and to go to bed.
This will be a hot meeting
coming up.
>> 2/11/61 - Saturday - 6:55 PM
Room 607 - Pensionat Romano
This has been a pleasant day.
I finished my letters. I now have
15 to bring to the Holy Office Monday
morning. They are to 1) Pa, 2) Bill,
3) Frank Cornell, 4) Al Rush,
5) Jack Murphy, 6) Mrs Cahill,
7) Pat O'Boyle, 8) Chris Weldon,
9) Jake Kerley, 10) Bill McDonald,
11) Affenaire, 12) John McClafferty,
13) The Farfanes, 14) Pat Granfield,
and 15) Jack King.
I had letters from Cornell (Frank)
and from John Murphy. Al Rush is
the acting dean. I am sure he will
do very well.
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(86)
2/12/61 - 11 PM - Room 607
Pensionat Romano.
This has been another of those
days to remember.
I had a good sleep last night.
I arose at the usual time, said
Mass, and had breakfast. At about
10:30 Charlie Mulholland called
with the Volkswagen and we started
for Farfa. I was originally against,
but enthusiastic.
We went first to Farfa. I discov-
ered what I should have seen
when I was there with Brooks,
that there is, in the [epinorthon] a
stairway down in the crypt behind
the altar in the chapel room a
steep stairway down to some
graves. Charlie discovered a room
down there, and found a pile of
shells and bones. The brother
who had shown Brooks and me
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around did not show us this                         (87)
spectacular find. It is obvious that
much of the new find was not
even suspected in the 12th and
16th centuries. This was one for
the books.
We were shown through some
part of the abbey (for 250 lire)
by a sacristan. I saw things I
had never seen before. It was
marvellous. I remember especially
the courtyard behind the old [dove].
It was a marvellous time.
Afterwards we drove, after several
wrong turnings, to Fara in Sabina.
First we stopped at the best
restaurant I have ever seen, the
Bel Sito. It is mentioned in the
Loyd's guide of the Touring Club
Italiano. We had a marvellous
dinner, with a truly magnificent
view, for a ridiculously low price.
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(88)
After the dinner we walked up
to the top of the town. We saw the main
Church, in which there was a crucifix
with a figure of Our Lord armed with
human skin. I shall never forget it.
The Church in this little Italian town
was magnificent. There was a
free-standing bell tower in front
of the Church. A funeral was taking
place in the town, and the body was
being brought to this church. We
had the time of our lives climbing
around the town. We went to the
very top. Some German tourists
told us about a monastery of the
"sepolto vivo." It seemed to be
an ordinary cloistered abbey of some
sort.
Fara Sabina is the highest town
for miles around. They say that you
can see 104 towns from there on
a clear day. I shall never forget
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the place or the kindness of the                         (89)
people.
Regretfully we left Fara and started
for St. Oreste. On the way back we
were on the way, and I suggested that
we turn around, and that we head for
Toffia (Toffia). It was one of the
best choices I have ever made.
Toffia was fabulous. Like Cellete,
Castelnuovo di Porto, and Fara, it
was right out of the middle ages. The
main church was absolutely marvellous.
A little girl made us meet the pastor.
It was one of the best things that
has happened to us (the CV gang) in
our travels. The pastor was one of the
finest men I have met in my time.
He reminds me a lot of the pastor in
Caseymayen.
The Church itself, (that is the parish
church of Toffia) is built on the
site of a castle of the Colonna. The
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(90)
fortifications are fantastic, either as
seen from Toffia itself or from the
valley below.
We saw all of the church and
all of the pastor's quarters. He has
a gas stove and a kitchen which is
not very clean.
The church itself is quite new (16-
th century) Up until a few years
ago it had 11 canons. The pastor (who
is now the only priest in Toffia)
told us of the farming records kept
there.
For example, there was an
application for the job of canon,
with, of course the applicant's
income, backed up by the Roman
curia. With the applicant for
the job, there came a request for
a dispensation of the residence of the
office. It seems that the applicant
was an infant. There were
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Tardinis even in those days.                         (91)
We saw the old office books,
partly in print and partly in manu-
script. The church bells were
rung by some kids the pastor called
from the street.
The pastor took us to two other
churches in Toffia. One was inside
the walls. It was the project of the
Lateran Basilica. It was in very
good shape. It had an image
(about six feet cubed) of the
Holy House of Loreto. And it
had a wonderful 13th century
painted crucifix.
Incidentally, - and this is
not important - in the main
or new church of Toffia there is
a 13th century silver processional
cross. On the back, along with
medallions of the 4 evangelists, a
beautiful figure of David with
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(92)
figures inside of them. It was one
of the most beautiful artifacts I
have ever seen in my life. It put
the jewels on 2 altars.
The third church, that of St
Lawrence, is outside of the walls.
It contains the bodies of 3 martyrs.
St. Christine is in the altar which
would be the main altar. The
other two are - on the left, as you
face the front, is the altar of a
priest who was put to death after
forced labor in the Baths of Dio-
cletian. The one on the right contains
the relics of a deacon (a young man)
who supported the imprisoned workers
in this building and was put to
death with the martyrs in the left
hand altar.
I forgot to say that, in front of the
second church, there was a stone
table, held up by a single



Page 97 — Transcription

stone support in the middle, at                         (93)
the side of the town square. It was
called "the marble." Contracts, to
be binding, were traditionally made
on the marble. Spaces of sixteen
small squares (two of them)
can be seen on the rough surface
of the marble. They were there for
some Roman dice game.
In St. Lawrence, which is found
with difficulty by red tile, we
saw one of the most beautiful and
ancient Churches in the world. It
is well over 1000 years old. The
front of it is a marvel.
After seeing the third church (St
Lawrence), I was a bit tired.
Charlie went back for the car. The
pastor and I waited in the local
Trattoria. The locals were in there
playing some card game much like
cribbage. After a while Charlie
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(94)
came back with the car. He
drank two cups of coffee. We
left, after speaking with most
of the old men in there.
Incidentally there was an old
man in Fara who climbed up the
steps to the church to be at the funeral
that was being held in that town.
We spoke to him several times. It
was obvious that the poor old
lad would be buried himself
very soon.
We left Toffia and came back
to Rome. We had a magnificent
supper at Isola's. Then I
came back. Here I met my
friends, De Buis and the others.
The big fellow tried to assure me
that I should learn in Italy.
Something may come of this,
because I suspect that he
is the sort of man who will
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bring this to the attention of Staffa.                         (95)
Now to finish the office and to
get to bed. There will be stirring
scenes in the morning.
>> 2/13/61 - Monday - My last
Monday in Rome this trip -
10:05 PM - Room 607 -
Pensionat Romano
What a day. I did not sleep
very well. I arose about 7:30
AM, said Mass, had breakfast
and started out for the Holy Office.
I arrived at the office about 9AM,
and I was shown to the hall of
the consultors. I was the first
to arrive. When the meeting started,
at 9:40, the following were present:
1) De Buis, 2) Duffett, 3) Haring,
4) Sagnelot, 5) Philips, 6) Fenton,
7) Journet, 8) Colombo, 9) Balic,
10) Lattanzi, 11) Schauf, 12)
Lecuyer, 13) Faberge (Secretary) and
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(96)
14) Witte. Dubois said the
prayers. Sagnelot gave the
relatio, which was, although
not false, genuinely misleading. He
did not point out the difficulties
caused by Tromp, and by Witte.
Dubois started by critiquing
Lattanzi's votum. He held that
this votum is too obscure. He
recommended the use of the expression
"people of God," because of the
conditions of the present time. He
thinks that it is easier to under-
stand and that it is better for
use against Marxism, and that
it generates enthusiasm.
Journet, a poor old half deaf
old man, made something of a
fool of himself. He said that
the doctrine of the Church should
be a corollary on the mystery of
the Incarnation.
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Philips insisted that all the                         (97)
principal names of the Church should
be used.
Colombo backed Dubois. During
the morning session, Colombo, a
pleasant fellow, did not shine.
Witte showed up as a backer
of Lattanzi's votum.
Of course I know now that
this is a fake. As I have set down
many times before, all that has
been done during this period has
been a stall to let Tromp write
the votum after I have gone home.
I could smell that from the
very beginning. It has been the
campaign. Now Tromp has won.
He must have some sort of hold
over Sagnelot. Witte is simply
a glow.
I ended up as the only defender
of the Bellarminean thesis.
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(98)
Lattanzi defended his
votum strongly. Witte backed
him up. Poor Lattanzi did not
realize that they are only using
him until they are ready to dump
him. Tromp and his troops are
more dangerous than I to see the
[Virginia] said.
I spoke at length twice. Once
was the only scientific talk about
membership in the Church. I
showed how the member is, the
"pars Ecclesiae." No one knew
what I was talking about.
The other time I explained that
a man could not be in the
Church in re and in voto at
the same time. Again these
poor slobs did not under-
stand ordinary theology.
All the others held that
real faith is necessary for
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membership in the Church. They                         (99)
do not know what the visibility
of the Church means.
During the course of the morning
Ottaviani came in. He announced
that the Pope would visit us tomorrow
morning at about 11. Our session is
due to begin at 9:30. We are to
wear our purple ferraiolos.
The meeting finally broke up in
what seemed to me to be ultimate
and utter confusion.
I walked back with [Kornglis],
who is staying in this house. We
agreed to go to the afternoon meeting
together. We were both annoyed
at some of the antics this morning.
Just before the meeting broke
up, Witte asked if my votum
would be brought before the
full committee like Lattanzi's.
Sagnelot answered that his had
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been discussed and mine had not.                         (100)
I jumped to my feet and said that
Witte had asked a stupid question. The
answer was on the document itself.
I bowled him out after the meeting
privately. He is a very poor-
spirited man. And he certainly
is a joke as a theologian. It was a shame
to put him on this subcommission.
The ignorant ass did not
mention the vote by Salaverri, etc.
Back at the house I had a
good dinner and a good siesta.
At five minutes before four I
met [Kornglis] in the hall downstairs.
We went through the house gate,
with the usual salutes to prelates,
and climbed the stairs to the Sala
Piana courtyard. We took the
elevator to the 3rd floor, and there
we were.
Most of the members were there
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Evidently Carpi has quit. He                         (101)
has good reason to quit. Tromp treated
him shamefully. But still Carpi
is now the assessor of the Consis-
torial. He did not do too badly
after all.
On the other hand our boy Staffa
was on hand. I have suddenly become
persona grata to Staffa. I do not
know exactly what has happened.
It would be fun to stay around
and see how Staffa + Tromp polish
each other off. However I have other
things to do.
I met Johnny Wright who looked
awful and apparently felt worse.
He picked up the flu in Ireland.
Apparently, according to Johnny
and to Ed Hanchoe, most of the
people in Ireland seem to have the
flu. Johnny was a sad sight.
Before the fireworks began,
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(102)
Sagnelot called me aside and
told me about his plans. He first
asked me if I thought that Lattanzi
could ever write a schema. I told
him the truth. Lattanzi could never
write a schema, because he is not
much of a theologian, and because he
is a singularly obstinate fellow.
Then he told me what I
realized already, that he was going
to ask Tromp to write the votum.
I did not put up any kick. But,
when, to my delight, I found that
Staffa is going to join the de Ecclesia
subcommission, I warned him
about Tromp's personal ideas in
theology, and about his obtuseness.
The first speech of the afternoon
session was given by Ottaviani
himself. He said that we should
be brief, precise, few words, that
we should not try to write
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treatises, that we should not try                         (103)
to advance our own personal ideas,
and that the instructions about members
and consultors would be followed.
Tromp then spoke for a long time
on what had been done in the first
meeting, what had been done since,
and on what was to be done this time.
He said that the subcommission on
the Fontes, on the Fruit of the Faith,
and on Moral had been in agreement
most of the time. He said that the
one on the Church had seen sharp
clashes of ideas. He is so right.
Of course the old hypocrite
knows what he is doing. In
putting fourth raters like Witte,
on this subcommission on the Church,
Tromp saw to it that there would
be trouble. He took Piolanti, one
of the good men here, off that
subcommission.
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(104)
The rest of the evening was quite
interesting. A good part of it was
taken up with a bitter exchange
between Piolanti and Tromp, in
which Piolanti had all the best
of it. There was a vote as to
whether or not citations from
encyclicals should be used. I
voted that they could. I think
Ottaviani was on the other side.
Tromp holds that there
is never definitive teaching in the
ordinary magisterium. I am
afraid that he has swung Ottaviani
behind him.
The meeting finally broke up
at 7:30 or thereabouts. Johnny
Wright's friend drove us home.
Pete Shaughnessy was waiting here
for [Runglers]. The three of us
had supper together. It was
most enjoyable.
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After supper Father McCarthy from                         (105)
Montana came over with the
article he had written to attack
Alonso. He wanted it published
in AER. I told him that it would
be literary suicide. He was very
grateful. I like the kid.
Now to bed. In the morning
I shall (I hope) wear the ferr-
aiolo to the Vatican for the
Pope.
>> 2/14/61 - Tuesday - St. Valentine's
Day - 2:15 PM - Room 607 -
Pensionato Romano
Last night I took a sleeping
capsule before going to bed. I had
a wonderful sleep. I can see that
this will be an excellent practice
while these sessions are going on.
In the morning I arose at 7:30
and said Mass, and then, with
Bishop [Korngis], took a cab to
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(106)
the San Damaso courtyard. We
went upstairs; I saw all the
men who had been there yesterday
afternoon. They are not a bad
bunch at all
Our meeting started on time.
This morning we worked on the
material of the de Fontibus
subcommission. I spoke a couple
of times. The Pope came in at about
11:20 and remained until nearly
1 PM. It was a very good session.
Of course there were no fireworks
while the Pope was there. Before
he left he talked for about
fifteen minutes in Latin. He is
no better at off-the-cuff Latin
than I am.
I made a point this morning.
Someone had claimed that we
must change the word "tradition"
because a true tradition cannot
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be overrated. I showed them (and                         (107)
Piolanti afterwards called attention
to it) that only the tradition that
is divine-apostolic is a source of
revelation. Carpi was much confused.
It was a relief to have meetings and
not to hear poor Witte.
In the future I must speak out
against a statement by Cerfaux.
He holds that God is infallible, but
that there is no real infallibility in
the Bible because it is written
modo humano. Of course every
statement that is marked with the
charism of infallibility is uttered or
written modo humano.
After the meeting I talked with
Jim Griffith. He wants to come out
with me and Luigi (especially
Luigi). As a result I stopped in
at 10 Via Serristori on the way back.
Luigi wants to go out tonight
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(108)
I shall call him if Jim cannot come
out.
I ate with [Korngis]. He and
De Buis and I are going out Thursday
night.
>> 2/15/61 - Ash Wednesday -
12:05 AM - Room 607 -
Pensionato Romano.
In the afternoon, after a short
siesta, I took a cab to the St.
Damaso courtyard. We were stopped
by the Italians at the Isle of the
Bells. The Pope was going for his
walk, and all entrance was forbidden.
The cabby gave the old gag about
not being able to change a 1000 lire
note.
I walked up the stairs again.
With God's help I shall not
do this tomorrow.
The afternoon session was not
as good as the morning. Carpi had
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a good schema, but he did not                         (109)
run the meeting firmly. We never
arrived at the material about Teilhard.
The Cardinal invited me for dinner
with him on Thursday. And he
is going to send his car to bring me
down to Naples.
After the meeting the Cardinal's
car drove me home and drove Griffith
to his hotel. Actually I went with
Griffith and then came back.
When I landed back here I
was just in time to call Ed Hanchoe,
who told me that Phil and the
left-wing Jew from Newark, whose
name, for the moment I forget,
had just been appointed to the
Church-State secretariat. The
man from Newark is a more or
less converted Austrian Jew. He
edits the thing called "The
Bridge." his name is Oesterreicher 2/17/61
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(110)
After calling Ed (who had left
word for me to call him), I
walked up to the right hand fountain
in front of St. Peter, (right as you
face the Church) and met Luigi.
I had to go back to change, so he
drove me back, and then went
back to the fountain to wait for
Griffith. After a half hour I walked
back and found the two of them.
We had a very comical dinner at
Sergio's. It was one of the most
successful evenings I have ever
had. I found out the real reason
for the trouble in Haiti. It seems
that the place is overrun with voodoo.
The president himself believes in
the stuff. It is also common
in Brazil, and to a certain extent
in Santo Domingo. Luigi and
Griffith briefed me about the
practice of sacrificing little boys
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in Haiti. Apparently it is a course                         (111)
directly under the dominion of Satan.
The evening was most pleasant.
I shall have to be at the Pauline
Chapel at 9:30 in the morning to
get the ashes. The boss has arranged
for Von Lierde to give them.
This was a great day.
>>> 2/16/61 - 11:15 PM -
Thursday - Room 607 -
Pensionat Romano
I did not write in this book
yesterday afternoon or last night.
As a result I have a great deal to report.
The last entry, although dated
yesterday, told only of what happened
the day before yesterday. So, as a result,
I shall have to tell of what happened
yesterday and today. I am very sorry
that it was impossible for me to write
yesterday.
I did not sleep particularly well
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the night before last. I arose early,                         (113)
said Mass, had breakfast, and set
out for the Vatican.
Before I go on I must record that
Bob Smith and I blessed each other with
ashes in the chapel the morning of the 14th.
Really I have learned a lot over here,
and the quiet lesson has been telling.
>>> 2/17/61 - Friday - 11:30 PM -
Room 607 - Pensionat Romano.
Here I am, at the last minute,
with a great deal of work to do and
a very short time left my disposal.
I must report for Wednesday,
Thursday, and Friday, three of the
most important and interesting days
of my life. I hope to stay at it until
I have finished the report. Fortunately
I have the notes of the meetings. And
I shall try to remember the most
significant happenings. I find
that there is enough for Wednesday,
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The Ciappi report was disappointing                         (113)
We never got around to [Ohan's] votum
against Theilhard.
Thursday morning we had the
meeting of the individual subcomm-
issions. We were, as usual, in the Hall
of the Consultors in the Holy Office.
I was wrong - I did not report
on Wednesday. The Ciappi fiasco
came on Tuesday, not Wednesday.
> On Wednesday all of us, including
Ottaviani, went to the Pauline Chapel
on the 1st loggia, where we received
the ashes from Archbishop Van
Lierde, a fine looking young
Augustinian who is the Pope's
sacristan. The bishops and
Ottaviani received them first,
and then the rest of us. I knelt
where Ottaviani had been.
That morning and subsequently
I went in by St. Ann's gate. It
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(114) is much better.
After this we went upstairs
to the 3rd floor where we began
the session on the report of the
subcommission on individual
Moral. --> I must write
two opinions -
1) On the words "creans
rationalis, creaturam T et
elevans ad ordinem supernat-
uralem."
2) "experientia saecularium."
I should point out that the
Church does not speak precisely
as a mere old society, but as
the instrument of Jesus Christ.
It gives the "salutary doctrine of
Christ."
This section was much more
interesting than I thought it
would be. I enjoyed every
minute of it.
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Before I left the house the                         (115)
sales girl Lorene begged me
to bring Johnny Wright. So
I brought him around at 3:30
PM. Lorene and the sisters
snatched him up. I walked up
to the afternoon session with
[Kornglis].
The afternoon session was ours.
Sagnelot gave his report, and we
finally got down to the question of
membership in the Church. I gave
what I consider the most
effective speech they have yet had.
I defended the Bellarminean position
and based my stand on the
concept of the "pars Ecclesiae."
I did not need and did not
use the microphone. I spoke
several times, but the only
real speech was on the mem-
bership in the Church. This



Page 120 — Transcription

(116)
may have been the reason why
Our Lord put me on the commiss-
ion. At the end Salaverri and
I were told to draw up papers
on the membership in the Church.
This is the most important ass-
ignment I have in the Council.
I shall also draw up one
on the necessity of the Church. We
have never hit this subject at
any meeting.
The following members were
present at the afternoon session: -
1) Ottaviani, 2) Tromp, 3) Philips,
4) Dubois, 5) Odiet, 6) Fenton,
7) [Kornglis], 8) Staffa, 9)
[Stalo], 10) [Schoeffer], 11) Wright,
12) Griffith, 14) Sagnelot, 15)
Schmaus, 16) Granfield, 17) Journet,
18) Von den Eynde, 19) Bob,
20) Colombo, 21) Geison, 22)
Cerfaux, 23) Ciappi, 24
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Philips, 25) Hueth, 26) Dhanis,                         (117)
27) Trappe, 28) Fenton. Present
at other sessions were Ferrao
and Pavan, who are very decent
fellows, especially Pavan.
Among the consultors I noted
the following, 1) Kloppenburg, 2)
Schauf, 3) De Lubac, 4) Salaverri,
5) Lattanzi, 6) Xiberta, 7) Witte
8) Lecuyer, 9) Di Fonzo, 10) [Dio]
11) Haring, 12) Belaga. Sellecy
and the new fellow were there as
secretaries.
From the previous day's work
there are three points to be considered
1) What should be said
about a common translation of
the bible, made by and intended
to be acceptable to Catholics and
non-Catholics?
2) God is of course infallible.
Yet the statements in the Bible
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(118) are written modo humano. Human
language does not attain absolute
truth. This defeats there is not
infallibility in the Bible.
The statement is by Cerfaux.
He obviously does not see that
it simply does away with infallibil-
ity and thus with the certainty of faith.
3) Garofalo also made another
mistake. He showed some way of
scripture which designated some
animal as a ruminant which modern
biology does not consider to have
been a ruminant. The animal is
obvious. The inspired writer
was not working for a PhD in
biology.
Ash Wednesday night I
was supposed to go out to the
O'Neill's for supper. Jim called
up to call it off. Just as I was
going to call him. His wife was
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having off day. I was frightfully                         (119)
tired. I slept a long time that
night.
- Thursday morning I was
up in time and went to the
Hall of the Consultors in the Holy
Office Building for the meeting
of the subcommission. It was very
pleasant. Most of the discussion
was, like the talk the previous
afternoon, on the members of the
Church.
I made one long talk, and
I objected to the practice of making
every speech a plea for not being
offensive to non-Catholics. I said
that no one at all wanted or
could be offensive to non-
Catholics, but that it was about
time we took this for granted.
Thank God there were no more
of those twirne speeches by such as
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(120) Witte + Schmaus.
Witte wants us to say that
non-Catholics are members
secundum quid. Schauf suggested
that they are members "non
pleno sensu." I brought out
the fact that they simply are not
members. -
Journet imagines that a
man can be a member in re and in
voto at the same time. Witte
was called to task by Sagnelot
for his wild speech that the
sanctity + the unity of the Church
were imperfect and that the
Councils were not fully ecum-
enical.
Journet imagines that non-
Catholics are members of the Church.
I called to their attention the fact
that only Catholics are parts or
members of the Church. Witte and
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Philips think that "reapse" means                         (121)
"stricto sensu." As far as I can
see I am the only one holding the
Catholic and Bellarminean tradition.
After the meeting I went
home. Jim Griffith called for
me at 7:15 PM, and we went to
Ottaviani's. The dinner was
originally intended for me, on a
private basis, but the boss himself,
And Griffith, [Morcle], Congar
and I were there. Congar was
in abito piano. I dressed in black.
[Chad] was in the seventh heaven.
He is Polish and speaks the lang-
uage. He does not believe in
Catholic hospitals. This is a
change for the Church in the USA.
The old days of the Irish
supremacy are done. As rather the
days of Black Robe are with
us again.
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(122)
The conversation and the
food were delightful, as always
at Ottaviani's. He is going to send me
to Naples in his car 8:30 Sunday
morning.

After the dinner Marella
took me for a drive in his Mercedes
Benz. He cannot go to the
USA this year, not only for the
reason given by Ottaviani, but
because Tardini is going over
there to shake the Americans
down for Villa Nazareth in
June. He had just heard the rumor.
He has no use for Tardini (and
neither have I) and Tardini has
been very unkind to him.

He said that Ottaviani was
an egotist, and that most
men who had been friends before
being cardinals were not friends
after getting the honors.
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I told him of the sentiment                         (123)
at the house that he would replace
Tardini as Secretary of State. He
knew of it but claimed that
he does not want the job. Tardini
will not see him although he
has important news about [Fume]
to give him.

I am charged to give the infor-
mation (not all of it, but some)
only to Vagnozzi. [Beg] is to be
stalled off. I shall carry out
Marella's wishes if God gives
me life.

>>> 2/18/61 - Saturday - My
last day in Rome for this 14th
trip - 6:35 PM - Room
607 - Pensionato Romano

These last few days have been
more than hectic. This is Saturday,
but I am continuing the account
of what happened the day before
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(124)
yesterday.

After Marella left me at
the Pensionato, I had a short
rest and then walked back to
the Vatican to the hall of the
congregation. There were reports
on the work of the four subcommissions
They were given by Garofalo,
Ciappi, Tromp, and Sagnelot.
There was very little discussion.

Then the Cardinal told us
that the next meeting would
be held during the entire week
18-23 of September. The following
one will start November 20.
The thing broke up as a kind
of love feast. The Cardinal is
a master.

I expected to take De Buis
and Kornglis out tonight. I found
that Kornglis did not want
to go out. He is a terrific
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nervous individual and I honestly                    (125)
think that he is a little crazy. I
am glad that he is not my bishop.

I waited for a long time for De
Buis, but he was late. I ended
up eating with Kornglis.

I was very tired and I had a
good sleep.

In the morning I said Mass
at the usual time and then
went down town to pick up my
rabbi at Berheim's. I had to
wait quite a while. I had ordered
two, but only one was made up.

After that I walked over toward
the [King], and bought two books
at a second hand shop. One was
quite good, a little catechism
based on the decrees of the Council
of Trent and on the Catechism
of that Council. It was written
by a [Bellarm.] (without the "M")
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(126)
and was published in 1620. It
should be useful.

The other was a 2-volume
life of the then Blessed Madeleine
Sophie Barat.

I then went in and met Father
Francis Sullivan, S.J., who teaches
De Ecclesia at the Gregorian. He
is a most pleasant individual.
He gave me two of his volumes.
We went out to dinner. After
we had finished we found that
Bishop Griffiths was eating in the
same room at Fagiano's. He
talked for a long time. He payed for
our meal. Fagiano's is a fine
place, and it is not particularly
expensive. Of course this was the
usual number of courses, tho.

I came home by the 64 bus. I
forgot to say that there was a
bus strike for a couple of hours, and
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I went down on a little thing                         (127)
like the old "C" bus of the good
old days. It was something of an
adventure.

I also forgot to say that before
I went to Berheim's, I went to the
St. Paul Bookshop and bought
an Annuario Pontificio and a
work about Napoleon and Pius VII.
It should be good reading on the
Vulcania.

>>> 2/23/61 - Thursday - 10: A.M.
The Writing Room on the Promenade
Deck of the Vulcania.

This is going to be a bit difficult.
I must try to finish my account of
my stay in Rome and tell something
about this glorious trip on the Vulcania.

The last account ended with my
return to the Pensionato late Friday
afternoon. I had a good siesta
and then started my work of packing.
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(128)
I had dinner at the Pensionato
that night with a lot of very
fine farewells. Everything was
most pleasant.

Saturday morning Feb 18 was
quite interesting. I said Mass
at the usual time and then
went up to the Holy Office. I found
that the Cardinal was attending
a meeting of the Holy Office itself.
They offered to call him out, but
I did not want to cause that
much trouble for the old boy.

I walked over to the Congregation
of Seminaries and Universities and
had a fine meeting with old
Cardinal Pizzardo. Then I had
a few minutes with Staffa, who
is now more than friendly. Then
there was a meeting with Romeo
which was much less hectic
than previous encounters with
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my gloomy but saintly friend had                     (129)
been. [Cascheldi] was out.

After that I walked back to
Holy Office. I was brought right
into the yellow room. After I had
been there only a few minutes [Lefebvre]
came in with the Canadian Bishop
of Ottawa. We talked for a while.
He said that he would spend
only a few minutes with Cardinal
Ottaviani. As a matter of fact he
spent three quarters of an hour.
I believe that he was kicking about
the fact that the Cardinal of
Trent had chosen his own co-
adjutor with right of succession.

Before [Lefebvre] finished I realized
that I would never make that
dinner at the French College. I
had Alfred call to tell Barre
and [Dufyrie] that I was held
up at Holy Office.
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(130)
I finally saw the Cardinal
shortly after 1 PM. He informed
that Mike his driver would
call for me at 5:25 Sunday
morning to take me to Naples.

>>> 2/26/61 - 7:45 PM
The Writing Room of the Vulcania.
- To pick up the Roman narrative,
now more than a week old. The
Cardinal expressed himself as
very grateful for what I have
done for the commission and the
subcommission as well. I have
done my best.

That afternoon, Saturday, Feb
18, I finished my packing and
then went out for supper with
Jim O'Neil, his wife and his
mother. We had supper in a little
trattoria on the Via Lungara. They
were delighted with the place
but I thought that the meat
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was spoiled. We had a wonderful                      (131)
time.

I did not sleep a great deal
that night. I arose at 4:45 in
the morning. The boys ([Santo]
and Lorenzo) had taken my heavy
bags down to the lobby the night
before. I brought the rest of the
stuff down at about 5:25.
Mike showed up at about 5:30,
and we were off to Naples. I gave
him some coffee at a place near
Gaeta.

We had wonderful luck on the
way. We landed at Naples about
nine. I went right through the
passport people and a very
good porter took care of my bags.
I gave Mike 5000 and the porter
2000.

I said Mass as soon as I
landed on the ship. Nothing was
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(132)
ready, but my steward helped
me somewhat.

Bill Cummings and Jim
[Heere] arrived as soon as I had
finished Mass. We had a
wonderful party, and then the
ship pulled out. They were
then waving as long as I could
see them.

~~~~

This is the beginning of the
journal of my fifteenth trip
to Rome. I am beginning it
here in the Verandah Room
forward on the Promenade Deck
of the Saturnia. I am at the
first table on the starboard side,
as you enter from the open
promenade.

I arrived back in New York
March 2, and I was met
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by John Whalen. He had just                         (133)
been notified that he was to
take Bernard's place as teacher
of apologetics. As a matter of
fact the notice had come only
the day before. I was delighted.

When I returned I found that
poor Ed had not taken the
six classes any week at all.
The situation was desperate. I
did the best I could to
complete his course and my
own.

During the summer I received
a good many communications
from the Theological Commission.
Most of these are in my bag right
now. There is one schema on the
membership in, and the necessity
of the Church. It is disastrously
bad. I shall work as effectively
as I can for its elimination. I
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have enough faith to realize that                   (134)
God will never allow a mess
like that to come out of a Council.

Bill drove me up with his
family. We stayed at the Statler
Hilton. We left Washington
on Friday, September 1, after I
had been over to see Ed.

I went aboard the Saturnia
the morning of Saturday the
second. We had a little party,
at which Jim [Magnitten] distinguished
himself by ordering drinks, etc,
and signing Bill's name for
them.

We sailed a few minutes
after noon. Mary + Bill were
waving all the time.

So far this has been the
most pleasant of all my
21 trips across the Atlantic
Ocean.
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Father Daniel [Ryan], S.J.,                         (135)
my old teacher from Holy Cross
is on the ship. He chose me
for the defense in psychology
back in 1925. It is wonderful
to see him again.

Now I shall start a translation
of Cardinal Ruffini's article
in the August 24, 1961 Osservatore
Romano. I shall use red ink
for the article.

Literary Forms (Generi)
and Working Hypotheses in
recent Biblical Studies

Whoever interests himself,
even if only occasionally,
in Biblical Studies, knows
the bitter controversies that
have arisen and the bold
opinions that have been spread
abroad with reference to
the unique Sacred Book.
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(136)
There has been a multitude
of publications, of conferences
and of meetings, in which very
frequently temerarious judgments
and interpretations that are
quite disconcerting have
prevailed.

One of the arguments most
frequently treated and most
discussed is that of the literary
types, - or as they say today
for the New Testament, is an
expression [borrowed] from the
German language - the form
method of history.

Now the principle that
in order to know the literal
meaning of a writing, it is
necessary to know clearly & to
be clearly aware of 1) the
form or type of expression
that the writer wished to use
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is not one that has just recently                   (137)
been discovered. All are aware of
the fact that a sapiential book
is something quite different from
a legislative text; that an apocal-
yptic book, written after the
events it describes have taken
place, is very much different
from a collection of prophecies
purely so-called; and that
a poem is not to be read in the
same way as a strictly
historical account. We have
continually taught this in
the School of Sacred Scripture
of the Pontifical Lateran Univer-
sity and of the Propaganda
as the absolutely necessary
foundation for exegesis, and
Pius XII has sanctioned this
authoritatively in his encyclical
Divino afflante Spiritu of Sept.
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30, 1943                                           (138)

The fever that has been daily
more intense during these last
few years about the literary
form of the various books that
have been inspired by God,
including the Gospels, is
brought about in part by
contact with the always new
documents of ancient oriental
literature, but above all it has
been caused by a hyper-critical
spirit which prescinds completely
from the traditional teaching of the
Church and from the [conviction] of
believing Catholics, which consists
in the [depositum] of the Church's
traditional teaching. So it
comes about that some, and too
often even ecclesiastics, more
or less explicitly eliminate
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from the historical plane accounts                  (139)
that are most important, as for
example the narration of the first
chapters of Genesis and of the
Gospels of the life of Jesus published
by the French priest Jean
Steinmann but recently placed
on the Index of Forbidden Books,
is a sad example of this trend.

Sept. 15, 1961 - 5:30 PM. Room
612 Pensionato Romano.

I landed in Naples about
1 PM yesterday after the most
pleasant crossing of the Atlantic
I have ever made. Alfredo
[Duvionni], Cardinal Ottaviani's
driver was waiting for me. We
had a dinner together at La
Bersagliera on the Neapolitan
waterfront. Actually I only
had some frutti del mare.
Alfredo had a good meal. I
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(140)
must try to reduce a great deal
now that I am here.

We had a very fine drive here.
I arrived here very tired indeed
and went to bed at 8 PM. I met
De Buis in the street outside.

I got up at a few minutes after
8 this morning. I said Mass
and then went to Holy Office. I
had to wait a long time to see the
Cardinal. The Dominican brother
failed to announce me.

The Cardinal was very kind.
He wants me to talk to Parente
about the biblical situation in
America, (I found last night
from a letter sent by Pat
Greenfield that the [HCB],
Connell, Murphy and I, were
condemned by the CBA at
its summer meeting). The
Cardinal was wonderful.
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I went over to see Tromp, who                       (141)
again went through the motions
of being busy. He compared the
efforts of the subcommission (in-
cluding the one on the Church) to
the Epistle to the Romans, and
claimed that St. Paul's writings
would have been criticized for
the same reasons that his own
are being rejected. Our meeting
is in the Chancery Palace at
9:30 Monday morning.

After leaving Tromp I went
over to the Congregation of Seminaries
and Universities. I met the
Cardinal, who wants me to
draw up a program of procedure
to make the work of the Catholic
universities effective now. This
is to be submitted to the Pope.
Maybe something will come of
it. I cannot do anything
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(142)
about this until I have
finished the meetings.

Then I saw Romeo. He is
in good shape. The story that
he was in the hospital (or even
in a mental hospital) was
being bandied about by the
Seminarists in the [campus]. As
usual, their story proved to be
untrue.

Sept. 16, 1961 - 12:09 PM. Room
601 - Pensionato Romano

So far this has been a very
busy day, and a most interesting
one.

I slept late. I said Mass
at about nine. Then I went out
and found letters from Julie, my
secretary, from Tom Riley in
Boston, and from Raymond [Didier].
My passport, which I had turned
in last night, was also in
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the box.                                           (143)

I came up to the room and
prepared to go to Holy Office. As
I was passing the desk downstairs
the phone rang and someone
asked for me. I went in to the
booth and found that it was
one of the Roman correspondents
of Time magazine. They had been
given my address by Jim [Trecek].

Time had been working on the
story of the resolution of the CBA.
The correspondent wanted my
reaction. I told him that I
would say nothing until I had
seen the text. He wanted me to
comment on a resume, but I
told him I would not. He
said that they would cable
the complete text to me from
New York.

Of course I had to let the



Page 148 — Transcription

(144)
boss know about this. I
was going to ask for Mike so that
I could have a text of the const-
itution de Fontibus. I figured
I would have to ask for the
Cardinal at once. Had I let
this go without telling him,
he would have been quite
displeased.

I met the Cardinal immed-
iately. He was quite disturbed.
He sent for Parente at once
and he ordered me to prepare
a letter to Bill McDonald.
I am sorry he gave that order,
but I shall have to obey. This
will be a tough one. I shall
pray on it for a week or so. Of
course I have also that trem-
endously important paper to prepare
for Cardinal Pizzardo. There
is never a dull moment for me
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in Rome.                                          (145)

The same day, the same room
7:20 PM.

I had dinner and met four
fine young Irish priests from
Kieran College. I went
walking with them. We visited
the church of S. Maria della
Scala, which I had never seen
open before. It is down in
Trastevere, a few blocks up
from Santa Maria in Trastevere.

Now - to return to the account
of the morning's happenings.
Archbishop Parente came
in while I was still with
Cardinal Ottaviani. Then the
Cardinal went out, and the
Archbishop took me to his
office, at the other end of the
building.

He told me that they had
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(146)
great difficulty about
the Monitor. It was meant
to appear three months before
it actually came out. The
Modernists (and he used the
word frequently) thought that
they had it blocked. Finally,
when it appeared, it came as
a big surprise to the Modernists.

He told me this: When
he and the Pope were arguing
about this matter, he told
the pope that this was not
some little unimportant detail.
He said that if Our Lord
had not given that promise
to Peter, that he and the
Pope should take off their
pectoral crosses and quit.
That is the most forthright
talk yet.

He was interested in the



Page 151 — Transcription

excommunication in the USA.                        (147)
He said that Vaccari, Spadafora,
Romeo, and others were "ex-
communicated" over here.

He told that, when Marini,
the Franciscan, wrote his book,
Miller, the secretary of the
Biblical Commission sent out
a letter to all centres of
scripture study claiming that
the book was dangerous for
the Catholic faith. Miller,
of course, did no such thing.

John [Zarrella] sent out his
teaching against the objective
historical truth of the documents,
against the fact that our Lord
really made the promise to St.
Peter, and against the Resur-
rection. This Miller must be
quite a boy.

He let me know that I
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(148)
am always welcome in his
office.

Afterwards I saw Mike
and I picked up a copy of the
constitution on the sources of the
revelation. I gave him a pretty
sharp talk on the treatment
I received from Tromp with
reference to the July meeting
of the subcommission.

Mike is too smooth for
his own (and the Church's)
good.

The same day, the same
room - 10:05 PM.

We had a little trouble
tonight. One of the Italian priests,
a visitor, who coming in the
door when some one pushed it
too hard from the inside. This
poor priest received a nasty
gash on his forehead, over the
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right eye. He was knocked out                         (149)
for a while. He is all right
now. I persuaded him to go to a
farmacia, so that he would
have no scar from the accident.

Now to what I must say
with reference to the CBA
censure.

1) I am proud to be censured,
along with three outstanding
scholars, Doctors Murphy and
Connell, in a resolution that
is obviously aimed at the Holy
See and at its distinguished
delegates in the United States.

2) After all it is quite clear
to all of those familiar with
this situation that the individuals
whose intrigues brought about
this condemnation were angered
particularly by two documents
carried very recently on the
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pages of The American Ecclesiastical                  (150)
Review.

3) These documents were

A) The Monitum of the
Holy Office directed to the
men who teach and write
about Scripture.

B) The brilliant address
of the Apostolic Delegate
delivered last June at
Marquette University.

4) I shall, with the help
of God, continue to believe
and to teach, as I have believed
and taught.

A) That the account of the
Annunciation contained in Luke
1:26-38 is an objective
accurate historical narration.

B) That the words of
the promise of the primacy,
set down in Matth., 16:17 ff.
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were really addressed by                            (151)
Our Lord Himself to St. Peter
the Apostle during the course
of Our Lord's public life: and
C) That Our Lord's resurrection
from the dead and His ascension
into heaven are valid historical
facts.

5) I shall continue faithfully
and proudly to accept the
teachings of the Holy See.

[crossed out:]
6) And I trust that those
who are trying to change
the doctrine of the Church,
with reference to the historicity
of the Gospels or on any other
point, may continue to
realize that my writings
are not in accord with
their ideas.

[marginal note: see next page]
I believe that a change
should be made in n. 6 -
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(152)
6) And I trust that those
who are unwilling to follow
the directives of the Holy See,
with reference to the historicity
of the Gospels or on any other
point, may continue to oppose
[crossed out: realize that] my writings
and my direction of The
American Ecclesiastical
Review.

Now for the first draft of
the letter to Bill Mc Donald

Dear, Mgr. Mc Donald:

It has come to the attention
of the Holy Office that the
Catholic Biblical Association,
an organization with headquarters
at The Catholic University of
America, at its recent
convention, censured the
American Ecclesiastical
Review for printing
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statements about modern                              (154)
trends in biblical scholarship
that manifested a "gross
ignorance of the truth" and
a "malicious perversion" of
the truth.

The Holy Office is quite
aware of the fact that two
of these statements which were
critical of some modern
trends in teaching and writing
about the Bible, and
which were printed very
recently in AER, were the
Monitum of this Supreme
Sacred Congregation and the
address given by the Most
Rev Apostolic Delegate last
June at Marquette University.
And, as a matter of fact
we note that by far the
strongest adverse criticism
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directed against the reprehensible                   (154)
trends in modern biblical studies
in recent issues of AER has
been contained in these two
documents.

Hence this Holy Office
cannot avoid the inference
that this outrageous resolution
was ultimately, or at least
in great measure, directed
against The American Ecclesiastical
Review because this magazine
had printed the Monitum and
Mgr. Vagnozzi's address.

September 17, 1961 - 10:10 A.M.
Room 612 - Pensionato Romano.

I had a fine sleep last night.
I said Mass at nine o'clock. Then
I managed to get some room-
changes out of the management.
Now my room is much more
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pleasant.                                          (155)

The meetings start tomorrow.
I should be spending all my
time on the material for the
first reunion, that with reference
to the new profession of faith.
Still the material for Time and
for the Holy Office letter to Bill
must be taken care of first.

I have studied Pat Greenfield's
letter very carefully. I shall
make up a new statement, or
rather, a second draft of a
statement, based on that study.

I am very proud to learn
that AER had been censured
by those present at the recent
CBA meeting. It should always
be a source of deep satisfaction
for a Catholic priest to find his
work severely opposed by
the kind of individuals who were
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(156)
responsible for this resolution.

I know these individuals
quite well. Despite their
manifestly mediocre scholastic
competence, they have always
manifested an extraordinary
talent for academic intrigue.
Their language, like that of
their better known predecessors,
men like Von Hugel, Tyrrell,
Loisy, and Houtin, is cryptic
in the extreme. When they speak
of "gross ignorance" and of "malicious
perversion of the truth," they
are speaking as individuals of
their stripe have always spoken
about statements not in accord
with their own teachings.

[marginal note: X]
What makes this resolution
most interesting is its timing.
It complains of statements printed
in AER about modern trends
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in writing and teaching about the                   (157)
Bible. Now, when the resolution
was drawn up and voted upon,
the most recent issue of AER
was that of August, which carried
the Latin text of the Holy Office
Monitum and the text of the
address delivered last June at
Marquette University by Arch-
bishop Vagnozzi.

These two documents carried
far more forceful statements
about contemporary aberration
in teaching about the Bible than
any other article or other
writing printed in AER for
many years. The individuals
who were responsible for this
resolution were very much
displeased by both the Monitum
and by the Apostolic Delegate's
address.
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(158)
It is quite obvious that, in
this particular case, the condem-
nation of AER was a means used
by the men responsible for this
resolution to move the CBA
into a position in which, really
even though indirectly, it has
expressed disapproval of an
authoritative statement by the
Holy Office and of a salutary
warning by the Apostolic Delegate.

As for myself, I shall
continue to believe and to teach
that the account of the Annunciation
contained in Luke 1:26-38 is
an objectively accurate historical
narration; that the words of
promise written in Matth. 16:
17ff were really addressed by
Our Lord to St. Peter the Apostle
during the course of Our Lord's
public life here on earth; and
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that Our Lord's resurrection from                     (159)
the dead and His ascension
into heaven are truly and objectively
historical facts.

I shall continue to accept
the directives of the Holy See, and
I trust that those who are un-
willing to follow these directives,
with reference to the historicity of
the Gospels or on any other point,
will go on opposing me, my
teachings and my writings, and
my direction of AER.

Now for the new draft of the
Holy Office letter to Bill.

Sept. 17 - Sunday - 4:17 PM
Room 612 - Pensionato Romano

I had a good dinner and a fine
sleep. I shall need all the rest
I can get. Ed [Hanahoe] was quite
right when he said that the
weariness of these sessions is neither
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(160)
physical nor mental, but purely
emotional. One tires at hearing
so many completely vacuous
statements on matter that is of
tremendous importance.

Now for the second draft of
the Holy Office letter to Bill.

Dear Monsignor Mc Donald;

It has come to the attention of this
Holy Office that, at its meeting this
summer, the CBA passed a resolution
condemning the AER for having
printed recently some statements
on modern trends in writing and
teaching about the Bible, which
according to the CBA, manifested
"gross ignorance" and "malicious
perversion of the truth."

We also note that, at the
time this resolution was being
discussed, the most recent issue
of AER, that of August, 1961,
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carried, among other things,                         (161)
the Monitum on scripture studies
issued by this Holy Office and
the address delivered at Marquette
University last June by the
Apostolic Delegate to the USA.

Furthermore we find that
these two documents in the
August issue of AER contain by
far the most forceful statement
against aberration in the field of
biblical teaching of all those
printed in that magazine over a
period of many years.

Hence we cannot but infer
that the condemnation of AER
by the CBA was in fact at
least in great part a manifestation
of dissatisfaction with the statements
on biblical studies contained in
our own Monitum and in the
address by Archbishop Vagnozzi.
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(162)
We understand that several
of the professors at the Catholic
University were present at that
meeting and that some of them
were responsible for this iniquitous
resolution being drawn up and passed.

Of course we realize that
your own loyalty to the Holy
See will not allow the name
of the Catholic University to be
in any way associated with
this condemnation, and that
you will see to it that appropriate
action is taken against those on
your faculty who are responsible
for this thereby veiled insult
to the Holy See.

This represents the general line
I intend to follow. I shall now
type out a copy, and then in
turn put an exact copy of that
into this book. At the same time
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(163)
I hope to do the same thing with
the statement to Time.

Sept. 18, 1961 - Monday. Room 612 -
Pensionato Romano

Last night the four young priests
brought me out to a place near the
Argentina. We had a wonderful
meal.

I arose early, said Mass,
and walked to the Cancelleria.
I was among the first to arrive. There
were many new members and
many of the original members who
did not show up for the earlier
meetings. Archbishop Roy of
Quebec is a new member. I sat
with Griffiths

We went through the formula
for the profession of faith. This will
be a bombshell when and if it
ever comes out. My October
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(164)
article in AER is most timely.

After the session Griffiths
brought me home in a cab. He told
me that Spelly is complaining that
Rome cannot make up its mind
about this wild writing in the
biblical field. He (Spelly) said
that he sends men over here to
study, and that, when they
teach in the USA what they have
learned here, Rome takes it out
on him.

Griffiths told me of a liturgical
week in which they had a special
letter from the Pope. The special
letter was in great measure
a repetition of the Holy Office
Monitum. Of course, I hear
from Parente, there will be
more of this.

Incidentally I gave Ottaviani
the pro-memoria of the letter
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to Bill. I gave Mike Scalera                         (165)
an expense account of five
hundred. I believe I shall
collect. And, if God lets me,
I hope to stick around here to
work for the subcommission.

Jim Treck just called up and
invited me to dinner tomorrow
night. I shall be delighted to
see him. He tells me that he
knows nothing of the CBA affair.
It was held in Cincinnati.

Evidently Time has given up
on me. I have not heard a
word from them since Saturday.
They evidently intend to carry
the story.

I had a fine letter from Mc
Clafferty this noon. He said that
Siegman has had another heart
attack.

Tomorrow's meeting will
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(166)
have to do with the sources
of Revelation.

Actually Griffiths seems
to have something on the activities
of the Commission. Van Lierde
was in New York a couple of
weeks ago and he is supposed to
have said that the Council would
have started in October, 1962,
were it not for the delay caused
by the Theological Commission.
He (Griffiths) seems to think
that the Pope is putting great
pressure on the Cardinal President.
Anyway, they are steam-rollering
the various constitutions through.
The Council will have been written
by Tromp. Thus the old boy
will have one more triumph.
He is a thick-skinned old boy,
but he does not bother me
any more.



Page 171 — Transcription

Sept. 19, 1961 - Tuesday. Room                       (167)
612 Pensionato Romano - 8:16 AM

I have just finished Mass and
breakfast. In a few minutes I
must put on the [soutane] and
start off for the Cancelleria.

Last night I did quite a
bit of studying. Essentially
speaking, the constitution for
the sources of revelation is
quite good. The one on the
Church is execrable. This is due
of course to the stupidity and
intrigues of Tromp.

Incidentally, poor old Tromp
seems to take up a lot of space
in this journal. But last
night I found still another
evidence of his meanness and
folly. In the Relatio he
states that, in the debates
about membership in the Church
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(168)
held at last February's meeting,
the "egregius positiones" were
held by myself and Journet.
He does not even hint that the
statement on membership which
he incorporated into his
own wretched work was the
one I had proposed and defended.

This is the day [Julie] comes
to town. I shall have to see him
as soon as possible.

I have a date with Treck
for supper tonight. And I
should have a few dollars
in American money this noon.

September 20, 1961 - 3:30 PM
Room 612 - Pensionato Romano.

We had a long meeting
yesterday morning on the
De Fontibus material. Then,
after dinner, we had a long
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meeting of the De Ecclesia sub-                     (169)
commission at the Angelico. I
met Congar. He is 57. He is or
tries to be quite pleasant.

Yesterday afternoon, before I
started for the Angelico, Time
called again. They are still
after that story. They have
not called as yet today. The
man who called said that
someone was sending me a copy
of the CBA resolution. It has
not come as yet.

Last night I went out with
Jim + [Salassi's], where we had
a fine meal. Then we stopped at
[Li Smalosi] for a little wine
on the way home.

This morning we had a long
session. We finished the material
De Fontibus. I must leave now
for an afternoon session at the
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(170)
Angelico where we are to deal
with the chapter De Episcopis.
I hope to write some observations
if I can ever find the time.
I am especially anxious that
it be made clear that divine
apostolic tradition is not the
same thing as the magisterium.

Sept. 21, 1961. Thursday - 10:30 PM
Room 612 - Pensionato Romano.

This has been quite a day. Tony
Burke and his friend came in last
night. I did not get to bed until
around midnight.

I got up early, said Mass
and went to the Cancelleria. There
was a good crowd today. Balic,
with a little help from me,
raised the devil about a question
of bad ecumenicism. I read
them a section of Testem Benev-
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olentiae. The offending sentence is                  (171)
to be done over.

After dinner I walked to the
[Canisium], but Dulles was
out. I left a note. I had
dinner with the Cardinal and
with Parente. It was a great
experience. I heard how the
English in Rhodesia were
responsible for [Hay's] death.

We had a great session at the
Centonarium. Balic has thrown
them off for the time being anyway.

Dulles was waiting for me
here. We had some wine and
cheese, and then he went home
and I had supper here.

I hope to write more about
this later.

The Time man did not
contact me today. Another
week has gone by.
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Sunday morning. Sept 24,
1961. 11:35 A.M. Room 612
Pensionato Romano.

I have not had an
opportunity to write in this since
last Thursday. I have been
very busy indeed.

Friday morning I arose
early, said Mass, had breakfast,
and walked down to the Cancelleria.
The session was De re morali.
The Cardinal President could
not be there. He was at the
Holy Office. Friday afternoon,
after a short siesta, I took the
75 bus for the Centonarium.
We went through the material
on the Blessed Virgin. Balic
was superb. I helped a great
deal. I think that we dealt
a severe blow to the hopes of
Congar and Laurentin that they
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would write this part. Their                         (173)
ideas were very poor.

At night we went to [Feleici's]
There were the four Englishmen,
four fellows from Torino, and I.
We had a glorious evening.

Saturday morning again I was
up early and said Mass,
had breakfast, and walked to
the Cancelleria. We finished the
De Re Morali that morning.
In the afternoon we went to the
Angelico for a discussion of
the matter De Episcopis, Res-
identialibus. On the way home
from this subcommittee discussion
in which I took delight, and
at which I spoke frequently
and at length I found that
my collarbutton was cutting
into my throat, and that
I could remedy the situation



Page 178 — Transcription

(174)
by buying a [rabat] at [Bernini].
I walked down there,
and on the way I met John
Collins, S.J. from Springfield.
We had dinner together at
Galassi's (where, as usual,
I paid), and he spent the
night urging me to take it
easy in my reply to the CBA
blow. He said that he was
glad that he was not there,
as he would have opposed it.
He told me that one of the
charges against me was that,
in my articles, I said from
time-time that a certain
erroneous opinion was being
divulged, and that I did not
mention the name of the guilty
parties. I reminded him that
this was merely the working
of the law of Christian charity.
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This morning I slept late,                         (175)
and, after Mass, I rested again
for more than an hour. So here I
am relatively up to date.

I am much amused by
Wright and Griffiths at the
meetings. John spends his time
writing letters to his friends.
He does not seem to have the
slightest idea of what is going
on. As far as I can remember
he has not spoken yet at any
of the meetings, from the very
start last October.

Griffiths is or pretends to be
quite anti-Italian. He occasionally
makes a speech. He seems ob-
sessed with the idea that the
American way of life is being
attacked here. He got after Tromp
in a gentle sort of way
yesterday. And he remembers.
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(176)
Wednesday night - Sept.
27, 1961 - 9:30 PM. Room
612 - Pensionato Romano.

The last entry was
Sunday. That afternoon
Dulles called and we had
dinner together at Galassi's.
I enjoyed it. He was trying to
bring me to that [Seffioed]
who was one of the two to
[allow Bengi's] funeral, but
the old man was out of
town.

The next morning, Monday
the 25th, I said Mass,
had breakfast, and walked to the
Cancelleria. We had an interesting
session, and I was somewhat
disappointed with the wording
of the De Deposito [Reve]
Custodiendo theme. I spoke
rather often.
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In the afternoon we had our                         (177)
meeting at the Holy Office, in
the regular room. It was on
the episcopate. The Cardinal
drove me home this noon.

The next day I said
Mass, walked to the
Cancelleria, and again worked
hard at the De Deposito.
The Cardinal invited me
to come home with him and
Ciappi invited himself.

On my return I found
the CBA thing. The skunks
sent it to me in an envelope
without a covering letter.

In the afternoon I went
to Holy Office, where we had
more about the episcopate.

At night I walked with
O'Riordan and Lambrecht.

This morning I was picked
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(178)
up on the way to the Cancelleria
by the bus [Bergini]. We
had a good session. I
had two important changes
made in the Constitution, one
of them as a result of [Hormony]
Benz. Incidentally, this
morning Colombo managed
to spoil a fine paragraph
defining the meaning of the
statement about original
sin in Romans.

This afternoon we had a
pleasant meeting. I considered
it my duty to give a long
Latin speech against the
chapter De membris. I was
astonished that no one was
angry with me. I shall
speak out against it again,
with God's help, at
the meeting tomorrow morning.
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The next meeting of the                            (179)
full commission will not
come until the new year. As
a result I hope to sail for
home next week. I must
see the boss tomorrow.
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[No readable handwritten text.]



Page 185 — Transcription

[No readable handwritten text.]



Page 186 — Transcription

[No readable handwritten text.]


